




11. The Prophet 'Isa ibn
 
Maryam
 

The story of a miracle 

The Prophet 'lsa was the last of the Messengers 
before the Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace. His isa story which reveals the conquering 
Will of Allah, His absolute Power and His fine Wisdom. 
Everything about 'lsa is a miracle. His birth was such a 
miracle that it is hard to believe in. People who reject Allah 
believe only in what they can see for themselves. They are 
ignorant of the Power of Allah which controls all things, 
and of the Will of Allah which cannot be resisted. His 
command when He wills something is that He says, 'Be!' 
and it is. (36: 82) 

However, · the birth of 'lsa is accepted easily by 
those who believe in Allah as a powerful, transforming 
God, a Creator and a Maker. He is Allah, the Creator, the 
Maker, the Fashioner. He has the most beautiful names. 
All that is in the heavens and the earth glorifies Him. He 
is the Mighty, the Wise. (59: 24) 

Such people believe that Adam was created from 
water and clay without a mother or father. To believe in 
a birth by a mother without a father is easierthan to believe 
in a birth without a mother or a father. That is why Allah 
said: The similitude ot jesus before Cod is as that ofAdam. 
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He created him from earth and then said to him, 'Be!1 and 
he was. (3: 59) 

Everything about 'Isa was extraordinary 

Everything related to the Prophet 'Isa was extraordi­
nary. He was born at a time when Greece had made its 
greatest advances in rational sciences, mathematics and 
medicine. 

The Jews followed a worldly point of view 

The Jews, though a community who had given 
many Prophets, at this time rejected the Spirit of God and 
anything connected to it. They found a worldly explanation 
for everything. The miracles which Allah bestowed on the 
Prophet 'Isa were designed to cure that narrow, worldly 
point of view. It was what was needed in that age. 

As a community, the Jews depended only on what 
they themselves witnessed. They had a great veneration 
for race and blood, and a love of money and property. 
They were completely engrossed in this life. Their hearts 
became hard, and their natures became course. They were 
not kind to the weak nor gentle towards the poor. They 
treated people who had no Israelite blood in their veins as 
worthless. They were humble towards the strong and rich, 
and tyrannical towards the poor and. weak. They were 
harsh when they had power and yielding when they were 
without power. Hypocrisy and servilitv-trickerv and cun­
ning, and resorting to conspiracy and secretiveness were 
engendered in them by a life of abasement and servitude 
which they had long endured in Syria and Palestine under 
Roman rule. 
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Scorn and disobedience 

Over the ages, the Jews' scorn for the Prophets had 
increased. So too, in their community, had murder, 
dealings with usury, joking about religious teachings, and 
lack of compassion. The hearts of many of them were 
stripped of sincere love of Allah. They forgot about charity, 
equality, piety and generosity. They had once believed in 
Prophethood and the Message, and there had been many 
Prophets among them and their books were filled with 
reports about them. But, in the end, they only believed in 
what suited their purpose. They opposed those who 
criticized them, called them to account and called them 
to true religion, and even made war on them. 

Allah's blessing to the Israelites 

At one time the Jews had been a nation apart from 
other nations by their belief in the Divine Unity. That is 
why they were preferred over other people at that time. 
Allah the Exalted says: 10 Children oflsreel, remember My 
blessing to you which I bestowed on you and that I 
preferred you over all the worlds. I (2: 47) 

Ingratitude 

Because they mixed with. idol-worshipping people, 
gradually the Jews failed to honour the teachings of the 
Prophets. They began to adopt spurious beliefs and ignor­
ant customs. They had worshipped the Calf after their 
escape from Egypt, and they developed a great veneration 
for 'Uzayr, even claiming that he was more than human. 
Their insolence led them to ascribe idol-worship, magic 
and unbelief and ugly deeds to certain Prophets. They did 
not fear Allah any more. 
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Pride and conceit 

In spite of all these faults, the Jews took great pride 
in their lineage and gave great weight to their hopes and 
dreams. They said: 'We are the sons and beloved ofAllah. I 

(5: 18) And they said: 'The Fire will only touch us for a 
certain number of days. I (2: 80) 

The birth of the Messiah challenges the ordinary senses 

The birth, life, and message of the Messiah chal­
lenged the Jews' perception, custom and law. It also 
challenged the highest ideals in which they believed and 
the ends for which they competed and fought. The Messiah 
was born in a most unusual way. He spoke to people 
while he was still in the cradle and grew up in the care of 
a poor, chaste mother. He lived in a climate of slander 
and hostility, far from the trappings of prestige and wealth. 
He sat with poor people, ate with them and was kind to 
them. He comforted the weak and the stranger. He treated 
equally the rich and the poor, the judge and the judged, 
and the high-born and the lowly. 

The miracles of the Messiah 

Allah granted the Messiah Prophethood and revela­
tion. He gave him the Gospel and supported him with the 
Holy Spirit and wonderful miracles. Alla.h gave him healing 
for the sick whom the doctors had failed to cure. He healed 
people who had been blind from birth, and the lepers, 
and brought the dead to life by the permission of Allah. 
He shaped clay into something like the form of a bird, and 
then breathed into it and it became a bird by the permission 
of Allah. He told people what they had eaten and what 
they had stored up in their houses. 
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All of this restored trust and belief in the miracles 
of the Messengers and the reports of divine power con­
tained in the Torah. But those who rejected the reality of 
Divine Power and the force of the Will of the Lord rose 
up. They declared that there could be nothing new and 
nothing beyond the worldly knowledge they already pos­
sessed. 

'Isa's caU to true religion and the Jews' rejection of him 

'Isa uncovered the lies of the Jews in many of the 
matters that they had dreamed up and practised. They 
made unlawful what Allah had made lawful and lawful 
what Allah had made unlawful. 'Isa began to call them to 
the spirit and heart of true religion, to its basis and inward 
reality, to the love of Allah which comes before every other 
love, to mercy and respect for mankind, and to charity 
towards the poor. He called them to pure belief in God 
and dismissed all the ignorant customs and false beliefs 
which had crept into the religion of the Prophets. 

The Jews oppose 'Isa 

Isa's teaching proved unbearable to the Jews. They 
became hostile to him. They poured blame on him, and 
taunted him with suspicions and slander. They used curses 
and foul words against him. They slandered his mother, 
Maryam the Virgin. They attacked him, aroused the rabble 
against him and ridiculed his teachings. 

The story of 'Isa in the Qur'a.n 

Then the Jews sought to kill 'Isa and be rid of him, 
but Allah protected him and turned their plots back aga.inst 
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them. He raised him to Himself and honoured him. Read 
the story in the Qur'an: 

When the angels said: 'Mervernl Allah gives you 
the good news ofa word from Him. His name is Messiahl 

'lse the son of Mervem, noteworthy in this world and in 
the Hereetter, one of those brought near. He will speak to 
people in the cradle and when he is an adult. He is one 
of the righteous. I 

She said: IMy Lord! How can I have a son when 
no man has touched me? He said: 'lust like that. Allah 
creates whatever He wills. When He decrees something, 
He only says to it IIBe!11 and it is. He will teach him the 
Book, the vvisdom, the Torah and the Gospel, and he will 
be a Messenger to the Children of Israel. I 

II have brought you a sign from your Lord. I will 
form for you out of clay something similar to the form of 
a bird and I will breathe into it and it will become a bird 
by AllahIS permission. I will heal the blind from birth and 
the leper and I will bring the dead back to life by the 
permission of Allah and tell you what you eat and what 
you store up in your houses. There is a sign for you in that 
if you are believers. I confirm what is before me of the 
Torah and to make lawful for you some of what was 
unlawful for you. I have brought you a sign from your 
Lord. So fear Allah and obey me. Allah is my Lord and 
your Lord, so worship Him. This is a straight path. I 

When lisa sensed rejection in them, he said: IWho 
are my helpers to Allah? The disciples said: IWe are the 
helpers of Allah. We believe in Allah. We testify that we 
are those who submit (to Him). Our Lord, we believe in 
what You have sent down. We follow the Messenger, so 
write us down among the witnesses!' (Those who rejected) 
plotted and Allah plotted. Allah is the best of plotters. 
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When Allah said: "lse.Twill take you and raise you 
up to Me and purify you from those who have rejected. / 
will place those who follow you above those who have 
rejected until the Day of Judgement. Then you (all) will 
return to Me and / will judge between you regarding that 
about which you used to differ. Those who reject / will 
punish them with a terrible punishment in this world and 
the Next World. They will have no helpers. I 

Those who believe and do good deeds willbe given 
their wages in full. Allah does not love the wrong-doers. 
That is what We recite to you of the signs and Wise 
Reminder. 

The example of 'lse in the sight of Allah is as the 
example of Adam. He created him from earth and then 
He said to him, IBe!1 and he was. The truth is from your 
Lord. 00 not be one of the doubters. I (3: 45-60) 

ilsa's life and call in the Qur'an 

Read Allah's description of 'Isa's life and call: 

1/ am the slave of Allah. Allah has given me the 
Book and made me a Prophet. He has made me blessed 
wherever / am and has enjoined me to pray and to pay 
the zakat as long as / am alive and to be dutiful to my 
mother. He did not make me arrogant and wretched. 
Peace be upon me the day / was born, the day / die and 
the day / will be raised up alive. I (19: 30-3) 

An eternal conflict 

What had happened to other Prophets before him 
happened to 'Isa. The rulers and leaders kept away from 
him. ,The rich and powerful ignored him. They thought it 
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!a sin to believe in him and his followers. They would not 
!give up the leadership, position, privilege and distinction 
Ithey enjoyed. The words of Allah are true: 

We sent no warner into any city except that its 
wealthy said: 'We disbelieve in the Message you have been 
sent with. I They also said: 'We are more abundant in 
wealth and children, and we will not be punished. 1(34: 
34-5) 

The belief of the common and poor people 

'Isa despaired of the obstinacy and disbelief of the 
wealthy people. They rejected the clear signs and wonderful 
miracles he had brought even though they knew they were 
true. They belittled him because he did not have power and 
might. So 'Isa devoted himself to the common and poor 
people whose heartsyielded, whose soulswere pure because 
they lived by the toil of their hands and the sweat of their 
brows. They did not boast of lineage nor become insolent 
because of rank and position. A group of them, including 
fishermen, craftsmen and workers believed. 

We are the helpers of Allah 

These people believed in the Messiah and gathered 
around him and placed their hands in his hand and said: 
'We are the helpers of Allah. I Allah says: 

When 'Isa sensed rejection in them, he said: 'Who 
are my helpers to Alleh? The disciples said: 'We are the 
helpers of Allah. We believe in Allah. We testify that we 
are those who submit (to Him). Our Lord, we believe in 
what You have sent down. We follow the Messengerl so 
write us down among the witnesses!' (3: 52-3) 
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Travel and call 

'Isa spent most of his time travelling from place to 
place teaching about the One God. He called the Israelites 
to Allah and guided those among them who were astray 
to their Lord and Master. In his travels he met with both 
ease and hardship. He endured all this with patience and 
accepted it in gratitude . He endured hunger and was 
content with just enough food to keep body and soul 
together. 

The disciples ask for a table from heaven 

The disciples did not have the same degree of 
patience that 'Isa had, not his steadfastness, discipline and 
self-control. They were afflicted by the continual hardship 
and wanted 'Isa to ask Allah to send down a table from 
heaven for them, from which they could eat and be filled 
after their hunger, and have comfort after their difficulties. 

Improper manners 

But the disciples did not behave correctly when 
making their request. They said: 'Is it possible for your Lord 
to send down on us a Table from out ofheaven?' (5: 112) 
'Isa did not like their request or the manner in which they 
presented it to him. The Prophets ask their communities 
to believe in the Unseen, and make it obligatory for them 
to do so. Miracles are not games to amuse children and 
divert the gullible. They are signs from Allah which He 
manifests at the hands of His Prophets whenever He likes. 
Through them the proof of Allah is established against His 
slaves. They are not given any reprieve after these miracles 
appear and are rejected. 
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Warning his people about a bad punishment 

'Isa was afraid for the disciples because of their 
request for a table from heaven. He warned them about 
incurring an evil punishment. He forbade them to put Alla.h 
to the test. He is too High and Majestic for that. 

Insistence and earnest request 

But the disciples repeated their request. They 
explained that they did not intend to test Allah, rather they 
wanted to put their hearts at ease. They intended it to be 
a reminder to future generations and a story to be told and 
reported for years to come. It would be a proof of the truth 
of the religion and of the situation of the first believers and 
truthful disciples. 

The Qur'an relates the story 

The Qur'an recounts this story thus: 
When the disciples said: 10 'ls« son ofMaryam, is 

it possible for your Lord to send down on us a Table from 
out of heaven?' He said: 'Feer Allah, if you are believers. I 

They said: IWe want to eat from it and for our hearts to 
be at rest, and that we may know that you have spoken 
the truth to uSI and that we may be among the witnesses 
to that. I 'tse the son of Maryam said: 10 Allah, our Lord, 
send down on us a Table from out of heaven to be a 
festival forus, for the first of us and the last of uSI and a 
sign from You. Provide for us. You are the best ofproviders. ' 

Allah said: II will send it down on you. Whoever 
of you disbelieves afterwards, I will punish him with such 
a punishment that I will not punish any other being. ' (5: 
112-15) 
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The Jews try to get rid of the Prophet 'Isa 

The patience of the Jews ran out as their enmity 
and obstinacy increased. They wanted to be rid of 'Isa. 
They took his case to the Roman governor, saying: 'He is 
an anarchist, a revolutionary who has renounced our 
religion. He seduces our young men so they are led astray 
by him. He divides us, calls our dreams foolish and worries 
us.' 

The style of avengers and politicians 

The Jews said of 'Isa: 'He is a danger to the state. 
He does not submit to the government or obey the law. 
He does not respect the great nor revere the ancient. He 
is a revolutionary. If his evil is not contained, things will 
reach a crisis. Do not ignore a spark, no matter how trifling.' 

Deceit and cunning 

The Jews' words were full of deceit and cunning. 
They knew that mention of 'Isa's activities would not 
influence the governors nor provoke them, as their policy 
was not to meddle in the religious affairs of the Jews. That 
iswhytheJewsaccused 'Isaofbeinginvolved in politics. 

A problem 

It was difficult for the Roman, idol-worshipping 
governors to decide on the truth of the matter and to 
recognize the motives of the Jews, and the reason for their 
enmity towards the Messiah. They were distracted from 
this question by administrative matters. But the Jews were 
very insistent and kept coming back to them. The Roman 
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governors wanted to be finished with this case which had 
become the talk of the town. 

The Prophet 'Isa in court 

It was a Friday afternoon, before the night of the 
Sabbath. The Jews did not do a.nything on the Sabbath. It 
was a day of rest. They were very eager for the governors' 
judgement against 'Isa to be given before the sun set on 
Friday. Then they could go to sleep with peace of mind. 
They would be able to relax in the morning, with nothing 
to annoy them. 

The judge was bored with the case. He had no 
interest in it nor did it contain any benefit for the Romans. 
The Jews gathered to hear the sentence. Time was short, 
the sun was nearly setting. The judge gave judgement 
against 'Isa, that he should be putto death by crucifixion. 

The law at that time 

The law at that time demanded that the condemned 
man be made to carry the cross on which he was to be 
crucified. The place of execution was a long way off. A 
crowd gathered, pushing against each other. The soldiers 
had no interest in the case. The Israelites all looked alike 
to them, they could not distinguish one from the other. It 
was evening and the shadows had lengthened. Some of 
the Jews and zealous fools among the young men were 
making fun of the Messiah. They were pushing him, cursing 
him, insulting him, keen to injure and humiliate him. 

'Isa endures the injury 

The Messiah was weary, exhausted by the effort 
and the length of time he had to stand in the court and 
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the injuries he had to endure. The cross he carried was 
heavy. He could only go slowly. 

Divine management 

Then the soldier in charge of the procession com­
manded a young Israelite, who was the most zealous, the 
most foolish, the one most eager to injure and attack the 
Messiah, to carry the cross. The soldier wanted the whole 
business speedily resolved, to be free of the burdensome 
responsibility. 

But it was a likeness of him 

When the procession reached the place of execution, 
the gallows guard came forward to take charge of the con­
demned man from the city guard. They saw the young man 
carrying the cross. In the confusion, with the young men 
pushing and shouting, they seized hold of the man carrying 
the cross, thinking that he was the one condemned to be 
crucified. He was yelling and shouting, declaring that he was 
innocent and had nothing to do with the sentence. He had 
been made to carry the cross by force. The Roman solcliers 
paid no attention to him. They did not understand his clialect. 

Carrying out the sentence 

Every criminal claims that he is innocent of his 
crime. Every criminal shouts and cries out. The guards 
seized the young Israelite and carried out the sentence. 
The Jews were standing at a distance. Night was falling 
and everything was in darkness. They all thought that the 
crucified man was the Messiah. 
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lisa was raised to heaven 

As for the Prophet 'Isa, the son of Maryam, Allah 
the Exalted saved him from the plots of the Jews and raised 
him up to Himself, honoured him and purified him of those 
who had rejected. 

The Qur'an recounts the story 

These are Allah's words about the Jews: 
'Fortheir disbeliefand utteringgreat slander against 

Maryam and their saving. "We killed the Messiah 'lse son 
ofMervem, the Messenger ofAllah. II But they did not kill 
him nor crucify him, but only a likeness ofthat was shown 
to them. Those who disagreed about him are in doubt 
about him. They have no knowledge about him, only 
following conjectures. They did not truly kill him. Allah 
raisedhim to Himself. Allah isMightYI the Wise. 1(4: 156) 

He is in the heavens as Allah the Exalted, Who has 
the power to do anything He wills, willed him to be. His 
birth was a marvel, as were his life and everything about 
him. From first to last, he was a marvel, a miracle to confirm 
absolute Divine Power. 

The descent of lisa before the Day of Resurrection 

'Isa will descend from heaven when Allah wills. He 
will establish the proof against those of the Jews and 
Christians who abandoned him or went to excess about 
him. He will assist the truth and vanquish the people of 
falsehood, as our Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace, has informed us. There are many sound reports 
and ahadith about this matter. The Muslims of every age 
believe in it. Allah the Sublime spoke this truth: 
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'There is not one of the People of the Book who 
will not believe in him before his death and on the Day of 
Rising he will be a witness against them. / (4: 159) 

His good news about the sending of the Prophet Muham­
mad/ may Allah bless him and grant him peace 

'Isa did not complete his prophetic task due to the 
intense hostility and plotting of the Jews against him, and 
his own weakness and lack of helpers. He took leave of 
the people and obeyed his Lord's command. He gave 
them the good news of a Messenger to come after him 
whose job was to complete what he had begun. That 
message would spread throughout the world. Through him 
the blessing of Allah to His slaves would be completed 
and the proof against His creation established. 

When 'Isa the son ofMaryam said: '0 Children of 
Israel! I am the Messenger ofAllah to you/ confirming what 
is before me of the Torah and giving good news of a 
Messenger who will come after me whose name isAhmad. / 
(61: 6) 

From pure Tawhid to an obscure belief 

One of the oddities in the history of religions makes 
one weep and one's heart bleed. It is that the Messiah's 
declaration of Allah's unity and his- call to a clear religion, 
to worship Allah alone, seeking refuge in Him and having 
pure love for Him, was .changed to a.n obscure creed and 
complicated philosophy. 

Instead, his followers said: 'The Messiah is the son 
of Allah.' They said: 'Allah has taken a son.' They said: 
'Allah is the Messiah, the son of Maryam.' They tried to 
make of the One Eternal God, who does not beget and 
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was not begotten, a family composed of three persons, all 
of them divine. They said: 'The father, the son and the 
Holy Ghost.' 

They believe in Maryam, the mother of the Messiah, 
and elevate her to the level of sanctification and worship. 
They say: 'The Mother of God,' and statues and images 
of her are common in churches. The Christians bow to 
these images, seek refuge in them, and make supplication, 
vows and acts of devotion to them. Allah the Exalted has 
rejected such belief and worship: 

The Messiah son ofMaryam was only a Messenger. 
Messengershave passed away before him. His mother was 
a truthful woman. They both ate food. See how We make 
the signs clear to them. Then see how they have turned 
aside from the truth. Say: 100 you worship, apart from 
Allahl what can neither hurt nor benefit you? Allah is the 
Hearing, the Knowing. I (5: 75-6) 

'Isa calls to the worship of the One God 

Like other Prophets, 'Isa called to the worship of 
the One God. His words have come in the Gospel: 'It is 
written that you prostrate to the Lord your God and worship 
Him alone.' (Matthew 4: 10); and: 'It is written that you 
prostrate to the Lord your God and worship Him alone.' 
(Luke 4: 8) 

Allah the Exalted said: lit is not fitting for any mortal 
to be given the Book, Judgement and Prophethood by 
Allahl and then for him to say to the people: IIBemy slaves 
rather than Allah's. II Rather: IIBe faithful servants of God 
on account of what you know of the Book and what you 
study. II He would not command you to take the angels 
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and Prophets as Lords. Would he command you to 
unbelieve after you have surrendered? (3: 79-80) 

The Qur'an clearly declares 'Isa's call 

The Qur'an comprehends and confirms what was 
before it, and relates the clear statement of 'Isa about pure 
tawhid and his calling to it in clear, plain language: 

They certainly disbelieve who saYI 'God is the 
Messiah the son of Maryam. I The Messiah said: '0 
Children of lsreel, worship Allah my Lord and your Lord. 
Whoever associates anything with Allah Allah will forbid 
him entrance to the Garden. His refuge is the Fire. The 
wrong-doers will have no helpers. I (5: 172) 

The position of Tawhid in his call 

'Isa said with a beautiful eloquence, relished by all 
who recognize the necessity of tawhid and the life of the 
Prophets and Messengers: 

The Messiah will not disdain to be a slave to Allah 
neither the angels who are near to Him. Whoever disdains 
to worship Him and isarrogantI He willgather them to Him, 
all of them. As for those who believe and do righteous 
actions, He will pay them their wages in full and give them 
more from His bounty. As for those who disdain and are 
proud, He willpunish them with a painful punishment. They 
will find no friend or helper apart from Allah. 1(4: 172-3) 

An awesome encounter in the gathering on the Day of 
Resurrection 

The Qur'an, with its inimitable eloquence, depicts 
an awesome meeting on the Day of Resurrection. The 
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Prophet 'Isa will declare himself innocent of what the 
people said about him and of how they treated him. He 
will clarify his call with strength and truth, and pronounce 
the guilt of those of his community who went beyond the 
limits. They alone are responsible for this sin. Read the 
Qur'an and perceive how grand and majestic the situation 
would be, how splendid the scene: When Allah said: "lse 
the son ofMaryam! Did you say to people, "Teke me and 
my mother as gods apart from Allah"?' He said: "Glory 
be to Allah! It is not for me to say what I have no right to 
say. If I said itlYou know it. You know what is in my soul 
and I do not know what is in Your soul. You know the 
unseen things. I only told them what You commanded 
mel 'Serve Allah, my Lord and your Lord. I I was a witness 
over them as long as I was among them. When You took 
me to You, You were the Watcher over them, and You 
are a witness of everything. If You punish them, they are 
Your slaves. If You forgive them, You are the MightYI the 
Wise. III 

Allah said: This is the day when the truthful will 
profit by their truthfulness. They will have Gardens with 
rivers flowing under them, forever in them. Allah is pleased 
with them and they are pleased with Him. That is the great 
victory. I 

To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth and what is in them. He has power over 
everything. (5: 116-20) 

From an obscure creed to unveiled idolatry 

It was on their own initiative that Christian mis­
sionaries moved to Europe: the Messiah never commanded 
that; he clearly stated that his mission was for the stray 
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sheep, who were the erring men and women of the 
Israelites. In Europe at that time idol-worship was wide­
spread. The Greeks were idol-worshippers. They made 
images of Allah in various forms, carved statues of those 
images, and built for them temples and shrines. There was 
a god for livelihood, a god for mercy and a god for power, 
and so on. 

The Romans were deep-rooted in idol-worship and 
.clung to superstition. Idolatry flowed through them like 
blood. When Christianity reached them and Constantine 
the Great became a Christian, embracing and adopting the 
new faith in 306 C.E., he made it the official state religion. 
Then Christianity began gradually to adopt many of the 
idolatrous beliefs found in Roman customs an-d Greek 
philosophy and to lose its prophetic purity, Eastern simplic­
ity and unitarian zeal. Hypocrites entered it and grafted on 
to it their ancient beliefs and idolatrous ways. A new 
religion grew up in which Christianity and idol-worship 
mingled together. 

So the early advance of Christianity was on a path 
other than the path followed by the Messiah and the one 
to which he called. It was like a traveller following a path 
deviating from the right one, intentionally or unintention­
ally, in the darkness of the night. He continues his journey 
on a path which is completely different from the original 
path. 

The precise story is only known by those who study 
the history of this religion. Allah described the Christians 
as misguided, whereas He described the Jews as deserving 
of His wrath. He says on the tongue of the Muslims: 

Guide us on the Straight Path, the path of those 
You have blessed, not those against whom You are angry 
nor those who are astray. (1: 7) 

Allah's is the command first and last. (30: 4) 
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WORKBOOK
 

Questions on Stories of the Prophets 

1.	 The Prophet Nuh 

1.	 Why is the whole of mankind called the Children of 
Adam? 

2.	 Why did Satan wa.nt to spoil a perfect world? 

3.	 What methods did Satan consider using to draw 
people away from Allah? 

4.	 Satan put into people's minds the idea of making 
portraits of dead people. What was the evil result of 
this action? 

5.	 Describe the way in which foolish people used their 
idols. 

6.	 Why was Allah angered by the worship of idols? 

7.	 Describe Allah's angels. 

8.	 Why did Allah prefer His messenger to be a man, 
rather than an angel? 

9.	 Why was Nuh chosen to be a Prophet? 

10.	 What did the foolish people say about Nuh being a 
Prophet? 
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11.	 Using- Allah's words from the Holy Qur'an repeat 
how Nuh warned the idol-worshippers of their future 
punishment. 

12.	 How did the rich people react to Nuh's warnings? 

13.	 Name the signs of Allah that Nuh pointed out to the 
idol-worshippers. 

14.	 For how ma.ny years was Nuh with his people? 

15.	 Why is Nuh described as a patient Prophet? 

16.	 Why did Nuh eventually appeal to Allah to punish 
his people? 

17.	 How did Allah answer Nuh's plea? 

18.	 Why did the people mock Nuh when he was building 
the ark? 

19.	 What did Allah reveal should be saved on the ark? 

20.	 Why was Nuh's son not saved? What important 
message is contained in the story of Nuh's son? 

2.	 The Prophet Hud 
1.	 From whom was the community of the 'Ad de­

scended? 

2.	 Describe the 'Ad's early, peaceful way of life. 

3.	 Describe the changes in the 'Ad's behaviour once 
they forgot that they owed their blessings to Alla.h. 

4.	 What differences appeared between the behaviour 
of the rich and of the poor as time went on? 

5.	 Describe how Hud appealed to the people to Im­
prove their behaviour. 
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6.	 How did the 'Ad react to Hud's message from Allah? 

7.	 Pick out the arguments that were used by both sides 
to justify their behaviour. 

8.	 From the reasons given by I-Iud for worshipping 
Allah, pick out the one which you think makes the 
strongest case. 

9.	 How did Allah punish the 'Ad? 

10.	 Describe the scene of destruction witnessed by Hud 
and the believers. 

3.	 The Prophet Salih 

1.	 Who were the people of Thamud? 

2.	 Describe the environment with which Allah had 
blessed the people of Thamud. 

3.	 Why clid the people ofThamud think that they could 
survive although the 'Ad had been destroyed? 

4.	 Why did the people of Thamud need a Messenger 
from Allah? 

5.	 Describe Salih's character. 

6.	 Why did the rich people resist the message that Salih 
gave them from Allah? 

7.	 Why did the rich people demand a sign to prove 
that Salih was telling the truth? 

8.	 In your own words tell the story of the she-camel. 

9.	 Why did the Thamud decide to kill this special 
she-camel and then to kill Salih? 

10.	 How did Allah punish the wicked people ofThamud? 
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4.	 The Prophet Ibrahim 

1.	 Why was Azar so well known? 

2.	 Why did Ibrahim question why the people were 
worshipping idols? 

3.	 Why did Azar get angry from hearing Ibrahim's 
questions? 

4.	 Describe how Ibrahim proved to the people that idols 
are worthless. 

5.	 How did the people react to Ibrahim's destruction 
of the idols? 

6.	 How was Ibrahim saved from the fire? 

7.	 Describe how Ibrahim convinced himself that Allah 
is greater than the stars, the moon and the sun. 

8.	 What happened when Ibrahim gave the people the 
message from Allah? 

9.	 Why was the king so angry when he discovered that 
Ibrahim worshipped Allah? 

10.	 How did Ibrahim demonstrate to the king the great­
ness of Allah? 

11 .	 Why did Ibrahim decide to travel to another country? 

12.	 Describe how Makka looked when Ibra.him and 
Hajar arrived there. 

13.	 Describe how the well ofZa.mzam came into being. 

14.	 Describe how Ibrahim's obedience to Allah was 
tested. How is the result of the feast celebrated each 
year? 
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15.	 Find a picture of the AI-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem. 
Describe how it was first built. 

5.	 The Prophet Yusuf 

1.	 Ibrahim had a son named Ishaq and Ishaq had a son 
named Ya'qub. Ya'qub had 12 sons including one 
named Yusuf. What was the relationship between 
the Prophet Yusuf and the Prophet Ibrahim? 

2.	 Relate the story of Yusuf's wonderful dream and then 
give his father's interpretation of this dream. 

3.	 Why were the other brothers jealous of Yusuf and 
Benyamin? 

4.	 By what means did the brothers persuade their father 
to let Yusuf go away with them? 

5.	 How did the brothers get rid of Yusuf and how did 
they explain his absence to their father? 

6.	 Describe how Yusuf was rescued from the well. 

7.	 Who bought Yusuf and to whom was he given? 

8.	 Describe the clreams Yusuf's fellow prisoners had and 
his interpretation of their dreams. 

9.	 Why was Yusuf summoned from the prison to the 
king's palace? 

10.	 What was the warning Yusuf gave to the king about 
Egypt's food supplies? 

11.	 Why did Yusuf's brothers travel to Egypt? 

12.	 How did Yusuf persuade his brothers to bring Be­
nyamin to Egypt? 
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13.	 How did Yusuf persuade his brothers to leave Be­
nyamin with him in Egypt? 

14.	 When the brothers went to Egypt for the third time 
they discovered Yusuf's true identity. How did they 
make this discovery? 

15	 Describe the scene when Ya'qub learnt that Yusuf 
was still alive and explain how Yusuf's original dream 
had come true. 

6.	 The Prophet Musa 

1.	 Why did the Egyptians start to lose their respect for 
the Israelites? 

2.	 How did the Pharaohs treat the Israelites? 

3.	 Why did the Israelites refuseto worship the Pharaoh? 

4.	 Why did the Pharaoh order that all the new born 
baby boys of the Israelites be put to death? 

5.	 Describe how the baby Musa was saved. 

6.	 What injustices did Musa notice when he was 
growing up in the palace? 

7.	 Why did the Pharaoh order that Musa be put to death? 

8.	 How did Allah help Musa to escape from the 
Pharaoh's orders? 

9.	 Describe how Musa was provided with a home in 
Midian for eight years. 

10.	 With what words did Allah speak to Musa when he 
and his family left the house in Midian? 
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11 .	 What two signs did Allah give to Musa before 
commanding him to return to Egypt? 

12.	 Why was it best for Musa and Harun to be kind to 
the Pharaoh at first? 

13.	 What arguments did Musa use to convince the 
Pharaoh that there is only one God? 

14.	 What happened when the king summoned all the 
best sorcerers to use their magic against Musa? 

15.	 What convinced the sorcerers that Musa was a 
Prophet? 

16.	 How did the sorcerers react to the Pharaoh's threats 
when they were accused of betraying him? 

17.	 What advice did the wise believer give to the 
Pharaoh? 

18.	 Why was the Pharaoh's wife a brave woman? 

19.	 By what means did Allah make the Pharaoh take 
notice of Him? 

20.	 Name the five signs Allah sent to the Pharaoh. 

21 .	 Describe how Musa led the Israelites out of Egypt. 

22.	 What happened to the Pharaoh and his armies when 
he pursued the Israelites? 

23.	 How were the Israelites helped when they were 
hungry and thirsty in the desert? 

24.	 Why did the Israelites behave like spo-ilt children after 
they left Egypt? 

25.	 Relate the story of how a murderer was caught with 
Allah's help. 
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26.	 Give five reasons why the Shari'ah is necessary. 

27.	 In what way did Allah provide the Israelites with 
guidance on Mount Sinai? 

28.	 How did the Samiri lead the weak Israelites astray? 

29.	 Describe the meeting between Musa a.nd AI-Khadir 
and explain why it enabled Musa to understand how 
Allah has distributed knowledge. 

The Prophet Musa rescued the Israelites from the 
Pharaoh and led them to freedom. Describe the 
behaviour of the Israelites after they were rescued 
and how Allah punished them. 

7.	 The Prophet Shu'ayb 

1.	 Why was Shu'ayb's message from Allah needed by 
Midian and the people of the Thicket? 

2.	 Give three of Shu'ayb's reasons for being fair in 
business dealings. 

3.	 Describe how Shu'ayb's people ignored his advice. 

4.	 What was the people's final threat to Shu'ayb? 

5.	 How did Allah punish the wicked people who 
rejected Shu'ayb's advice? 

8.	 The Prophets Da'ud and Sulayman 

1.	 What does the Holy Qur'an say about the Prophets 
Sulayman and Da'ud (ref. 27: 16, 34: 10, 21 : 79-80). 

2.	 Describe how Da'ud ruled his kingdom. 
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3.	 What was Sulayman's wise judgement in the case 
where sheep had ruined a man's vineyard? 

4.	 Find a picture of the bird called a hoopoe. How did 
the hoopoe help Sulayman? 

5.	 What did the Queen of Sheba and her people 
worship? 

6.	 Why did Sulayma.n write a letter to the Queen of 
Sheba? 

7.	 How did the Queen's counsellors respond to the 
letter? 

8.	 What did the Queen decide to send to Sulayman 
and what were her reasons for sending them? 

9.	 How did Sulayman react to the Queen's test? 

10.	 Why did Sulayman decide, to send for the Queen's 
throne? 

11 . Describe how the Queen was to be tested about her 
own throne. 

12.	 Why did Sulayman want to test the Queen's powers 
of perception? 

13.	 How did Sulayman discover that the Queen of Sheba 
was easily deceived? 

14.	 What did the Queen say when she realized that she 
lacked perception? 

15.	 How does this story illustrate Sulayman's wisdom? 

9.	 The Prophets Ayyub and Yunus 

1.	 Describe the harsh conditions endured by Ayyub 
and his wife. 
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2.	 How did Ayyub's patience show up? 

3.	 What does the Holy Qur'an say about Ayyub's 
prayer to Allah and Allah's answer? 

4.	 To which village did Allah send Yunus and why did 
Allah send him there? 

5.	 Describe Yunus' experiences from the time he em­
barked on the ship until Allah answered his prayer. 

10. The Prophets Zakariyya and Yahya 

1.	 How was old Zakariyya's prayer answered? 

2.	 What did Imran's wife (a relative of Zakariyya's) vow 
that she would do if she had a son? 

3.	 'Imran's wife had a daughter, not a son. Why was 
this daughter entrusted to Zakariyya's care? 

4.	 Describe the character of Yahya, the son ofZakariyya. 

5.	 Relate what the Holy Qur'an says about Yahya in 
19:	 12-15. 

11.	 The Prophet 'Isa ibn Maryam 

1'. Why was 'Isa's birth a miracle? 

2.	 Describe the condition of the Jews at the time of 'Isa's 
birth. 

3.	 Name five of 'Isa's good qualities. 

4.	 Describe five of the miracles 'Isa performed. 

5.	 Why did the Jews find it difficult to accept the 
message 'Isa gave them from Allah? 
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6.	 Why did 'Isa devote his teaching to the poor and not 
to the rich? 

7.	 Why was it wrong for 'Isa's disciples to want him to 
ask Allah to send down a table? 

8.	 How did Allah reply to the disciples' request? 

9.	 Why did the Jews want to be rid of 'Isa? 

10.	 Why did the Roman governor want to be rid of ' Isa's 
case? 

11.	 Describe the scene when 'Isa was marched towards 
the execution site. 

12.	 What happened when the procession reached the 
execution site? 

13.	 From the Holy Qur'an repeat Allah's words about 
'Isa's death (4: 156). 

14.	 Readwhat the Holy Qur'an says about 'Isa (5: 75-6). 
How does this contradict Christian belief? 

15.	 How did 'Isa's message from Allah become distorted? 
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