








No pictures
There are no statues or pictures in case simple
people begin to treat them as idols. Representations
of God or spiritual beings are regarded as
blasphemous and, in any case, misleading. Pictures
of Muhammad could only be guesswork and would
give a false impression.

Mosques are not dull places, however, as they can
have rich carpets, often scarlet or green, brightly­
patterned tiles, marble pillars, huge chandeliers,
and intricate stonework and stained glass windows.

To one side is the pulpit or mimbar, from which
sermons are given. It may be very ornate, or just a
little platform at the top of a few stairs.

In modern mosques, men and women enter by
separate doors and have separate rooms for
worship.

At the men's entrance there is usually a notice­
board for general business and a set of clocks giving
the prayer times for the day. These will vary
according to the seasons, or the country, depending
on the times of dawn and dusk.

There is sometimes a room used as a mortuary,
the place where bodies of dead Muslims are
carefully washed and wrapped in shrouds before
burial.

Outside the courtyard, dome and minaret are
visible. In the East most courtyards are uncovered,
because it seldom rains. The minaret is a tall tower
from which the call to prayer is given. Some
mosques have more than one minaret. The Blue
Mosque in Istanbul is the only one in the world that
has six. The qiblah wall, which marks the direction
of Makkah, is often higher, or has a huge archway.

Qiblah wall,
DelhiMosque, India

Part 6 THE MOSQUE

FOR YOUR FOLDERS
~ Write to a friend giving a full description

of the main features found at a mosque
a outside, and
b inside.

~ How far do you think that the design of a
mosque fulfils the practical purposes of
Muslim worship?
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62 INSTRUCTION

School

ASIAN youngsters who are having to crowd into a
private house for religious instruction have been told
they cannot use local primary schools.

It is important to realize that most Muslims are not
Arabs, and therefore Arabic, the language of Islam,
is not their native language. If Muslims want to
study the Qur'an properly they should attempt to
learn Arabic.

Good students learn a great deal of the Qur'an by
heart. Some learn it all.

There is an exam every year, and few children fail
it. They all change classes after Ramadan. Most
teachers are not specially trained, but are willing
volunteers. They are allowed to use the cane, but
almost never do in normal circumstances because
the children learn from an early age to respect their
elders and behave politely.

Madrasah

school before and after
the lessons. The cleaner
in charge works only a
small number of hours
and may not wish to do
overtime, they said.

However, Mr Bhatti
replied, "We can assure
all concerned that their
fears are unfounded and
we will keep the premis­
es clean and tidy."

Mr Bhatti added that
he had made an offer to
the governors, saying
that if the youngsters
did not leave the place
tidy they could be
thrown out.

An application to
hold the lessons. in
Spring Hill primary
School was rejected for
similar reasons.

The governors said
they hadno objection to
letting the school out ,
for the purpose of Isla­
mic religious instruction
but again were worried
about cleaning and
tidying-up before and
after.

Now Mr Bhatti has
wri tten to Lancashire
Education Committee's
chairman Councillor
Mrs Josie Farrington to
appeal for help. He says
the children are in a
"desperate situation."
(Accrington Observer,

24 June 1988)

Community leader Mr
Mohammed Shafi Bhat­
ti has searched in vain
for alternative premises
for the religious lessons
which he has been hold­
ing at his home in Foun­
tain Street, Accrington.

Mr Bhatti was recent­
ly given a l2-month
conditional discharge by
magistrates after admit­
ting crowding up to 70
children into his home.
He was in breach of
planning regulations
and is now having to
limit the numbers to no
more than 20 children at
anyone time.

The Islamic lessons
are given by trained
teachers from Accring­
ton mosques.

But although the
numbers have been cut
back, the situation is
still far from satisfac­
tory.

And the governors of
nearby Hannah Street
Primary School,
Accrington and Spring
Hill Primary School.
Accrington, have
spurned Mr Bhatti's re­
quest to let him use
their premises after
school hours.

The governors of
Hannah Street said
there would be a dif­
ficulty in cleaning the

Schools turn down
Asian lessons plea

Every mosque has its madrasah or school, where
young Muslims do their 'Islamiat' or Islamic studies.
In Britain this usually takes place between 4 and
6 p.m., five nights a week, and some schools even
demand weekend work.

Children in Muslim countries do not have to work
so hard, because they can do Islamiat during the
day as part of their normal lessons. Indeed, it is
usually considered to be the most important part of
their education.

Boys and girls usually start Islamic studies at the
age of five. Girls generally finish at the age of
twelve, and boys continue until they are fifteen.
Good students can spend the rest of their lives
continuing to learn, and become teachers
themselves.
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Khutbah
Before the Friday prayer, the teacher or imam will
give a short talk called the khutbah. This is a
sermon, usually based on verses from the Qur'an,
or traditions about Muhammad, or some subject of
immediate interest to the people. Sometimes the
sermons can be highly political, especially in times
of persecution or suffering from tyranny.

There are no priests or paid religious leaders in
Islam. The imam can be any Muslim of decent
character who:
• has good knowledge of the faith
• is respected by his fellow Muslims
• has studied the Qur'an and Hadith
• is known for his piety and common sense.

Some mosques do not have full-time imams, and
their chosen leaders have full-time jobs outside the
mosque.

Some imams are great scholars and have become
very famous, especially those who train students at
the Muslim universities such as those of al-Azhar in
Cairo and Qom in Iran. The head of al-Azhar, Ali
Gad al-Haq, is the leading authority for all Sunni
Muslims. Shi'ite Muslims were ledfrom 1971>-88 by
the Ayatollah Khomeini who became famous for his
fiery political sermons which led to the downfall of
the previous ruler ofIran.

There has been no supreme caliph (see p. 153)
since 1924, when a Turkish socialist movement
overthrew the last Ottoman (see p. 147).

Part 6 THE MOSQUE

FOR YOUR FOLDERS
~ Explain the purpose of the madrasah.

Why is studying Islamiat particularly hard
for youngsters in
a non-Arabic countries?
b non-Muslim countries

~ What advantages or disadvantages do .
you think there could be in a community
choosing its own religious leader or
imam?

12:
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63 FAMOUS MOSQUES

The East and theWest are God's, therefore
whichever way you turn, there is thePresence of
God. Truly God is everywhere andknowsall.'

(surah 2:115)

BlueMosque, Isfahan

Domeof theRock, Jerusalem



Abu-DanvishMosque, Amman (Jordan)

Part6 THEMOSQUE

Regents Park mosque, London
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64 THE RIGHTLY-GUIDED CALIPHS
ABUBAKR

• • •

The successors
During the first thirty years after Muhammad's
death the Muslims were governed by four caliphs
who were outstanding men chosen by the
community for their closeness to Muhammad and
their good characters. They were unselfish, tolerant
and well-versed in the Qur'an, and had been
Muhammad's dearest friends. They had learned
from him all his ways and attitudes.

The word caliph or khalif means'successor' .
These first four caliphs were known as the 'rashidin'
or 'rightly-guided' or 'orthodox'.

Way of life
Instead of living like princes (as you might expect,
for they had access to enormous wealth), they lived
very simple lives as Muhammad had done, in close
touch with the people.

They ate little and were famous for the ragged
state of their hand-patched garments, and their
refusal to take any luxuries for themselves. (Their
definition of a 'luxury' was anything that they did
not actually need.)

They were just and kind, and totally dedicated to
serving their people. They were the most important
people in the Muslim state, but were horrified if
anyone started to think of them as kings - they were
simply servants. Only God was King.

Duties
• No caliph was to make a law against the law of

God, and if he did, he was not to be obeyed.
• Justice was to be done and oppression put down.
• No one was to live in hunger, or without shelter,

education or someone to care for them.
• Good was to prosper and evil to be weakened.

Abu Bakr
Abu Bakr was the first male adult to have believed
in the message delivered through Muhammad. He
was the father of Muhammad's youngest wife
Aisha.

Outwardly, he was not an impressive man to look
at, but he was highly respected for his gentleness,
wisdom, piety and humility.

130 Although many Muslims favoured the election of

Muhammad's adopted son Ali, Abu Bakr was the
senior male Muslim and his supporters won the
day. Ali, a man of exceptional piety and humility,
stood aside, although his wife Fatimah, the
Prophet's daughter, felt deeply hurt.

When Abu Bakr became caliph, he was already
about sixty years old, and in fact he ruled for only
two years, 632-4 CEo He was known as As-Siddiq
(the witness to the truth) and Amirul Muminim
(ruler of the believers).

On his deathbed, he did not give the community
the chance to elect the next caliph, but nominated
Umar. Ali and his supporters considered this to be
wrong, but Ali refused to bear a grudge and
accepted the authority of the Prophet's friend.

Aisha
Abu Bakr's daughter Aisha married the Prophet
when she was only a small child, between seven
and nine years old, but she did not go to live with
him until she was twelve. She had known
Muhammad from the time she was a baby, for he
went almost daily to visit Abu Bakr's house. Like
her father, she learnt all the surahs of the Qur'an by
heart.

Aisha became famous for her intelligence and
sharp judgement, and her training made her one of
the most notable Muslim women in history. It was
she who kept Muhammad company on the many
occasions when he stayed awake all night in prayer.
She later became a leading authority in Islamic law,
especially on matters concerning women. She is
said to have passed on 2210 sayings of Muhammad
to the collection of Hadith.

However, she was a humble person who enjoyed
loving and servingher husband. She used to do all
the housework, including grinding flour and baking
bread. It was she who did all the washing for the
family, and set aside water for Muhammad's wash
before prayer.

Once she disappeared in mysterious
circumstances when she was on an expedition with
the Prophet. She had been left behind when his
camel train moved on, and was rescued by a young
tribesman. For this, she was accused of adultery.
However, Muhammad was granted a special
revelation that declared her innocence, and that
henceforth four witnesses would be required in
such a case. False witnesses should be sentenced to
forty lashes.



Wages
Early one morning, after Abu Bakr's election, he
appeared in the market place carrying heavy bales
of cloth. All his life he had been a cloth merchant.
The Muslims were puzzled.
'What are you doing, Abu Bakr'?
'1am going to the bazaar.'
'But now you must guide the affairs of our whole
community. How can you find the time to carryon
in trade?'
'1must earn my livelihood, otherwise, how shall I
feed my family?'

It was decided that Abu Bakr must be paid a
salary from the treasury to take care of his needs. He
reluctantly agreed to accept as wages two sheets of
cloth in summer and two in winter plus the food for
his family every day. In return, he handed over
everything he owned to the treasury, saying that it
was not honest to keep it while the treasury took
care of his needs.

'0 People. I have been chosen by you asyour
leader, although I am no better thanany ofyou. If
I do well,give meyour support. If I dowrong, set
meright!'

(Abu Bakr)

Sayings ofAbu Bakr

• Alwaysfear Allah; He knows what is in men's hearts.
• Bekind to those whoare underyourcare and treat them

well.
• Givebrieforders; speeches thatare too longarelikelyto

beforgotten.
• Improve yourown conduct before askingothers to

improve theirs.
• Honour theenvoy of theenemy.
• Always speak the truth, so that youget theright

advice.
• Besincere toallwith whomyou deal.

The sweets
Abu Bakr's wife wanted to buy a little sugar to treat
him to some sweets. She scrimped and saved from
their very meagre allowance, but when she
surprised him with them, he was not pleased.
'How did you manage this?' he demanded.
When she told him what she had done, he replied '1
am amazed. This shows we have been taking more
than we really need.' And he instantly reduced their
grant.

Part 7 HISTORYUP TO 750CE

Aisha's death
Aisha died in 678 Cli, the last survivor of
Muhammad's close family.

She had hoped to be buried next to her beloved
father, but when Umar asked for this favour Aisha
modestly agreed, saying he was more fit to be
buried there than herself.

FOR YOUR FOLDERS
~ What were the qualities expected of a

person chosen to be caliph? Look at the
stories given about Abu Bakr and show
how they revealed him to be a worthy
successor to Muhammad.

~ Make a list of the duties expected of a
caliph. Explain what the Muslims had a
right to expect for themselves.



65 UMAR

Sayings of Umar
• Donot bemisled by a person's reputation.
• Don't judgea person byhisoutward actions but byhis

truthfulness andwisdom.
• Don't leave your taskuntil tomorrow.
• He whohasnoidea ofevilcaneasily fall into its trap.
• Judge a man's intelligence by thequestions heasks.
• It is easier not tocommit sins thanto besorry for them

afterwards.
• Begrateful whenyou are shownyourfaults.

Conversion of Umar
Umar ibn al-Khattab was converted to Islam by his
sister Fatimah. He was completely opposed to
Muhammad at first. He had actually set out to kill
him, when someone told him that his sister and her
husband had become Muslims. He rushed to their
home in a fury. She tried to hide the section of the
Qur'an they had been reading. Umar burst into the
house and wounded his sister as she tried to protect
her husband. When he saw her blood-stained face
he calmed down, took the text away from her and
read it. It so moved him that he was instantly
converted, and asked to be taken to Muhammad as
a convert.

Conquests
Umar was a bald giant of a man, who became one of
Muhammad's chief advisers. He was caliph from
634--44CE.

During his reign the Muslim warriors (under
Khalid Saifullah - the Sword of God) captured Syria
and Palestine.

In Jerusalem, the Christian ruler Sophronius
declared that he would surrender to none other
than Umar himself. So in 637 the caliph, wearing his
famous shabby patched cloak, set out for the city
with one servant and a camel, which he and the
servant took turns to ride. His lack of pride and
grandeur was legendary, and he found himself
welcomed into the Holy City.

He discovered that the site of the old Jewish
temple was a delapidated ruin, and had been used
as a rubbish dump for centuries. He began to clear
the debris with his own hands, and the people
joined in and laboured until the 'holy rock' was

132 uncovered.

The Holy Rock in Jerusalem

A simple wooden mosque was constructed
nearby, on the site of King Solomon's palace, which
was said to have been the spot from which
Muhammad ascended to heaven on his Night
Journey.

The most important Christian shrine in Jerusalem
was the burial place of Jesus. Umar happened to be
there one day when the call to prayer sounded. He
immediately hurried to say his prayers elsewhere,
so that the Christians could keep their shrine. Had
he not done so, it would automatically have become
a mosque.



Part 7 HISTORYUP TO 750CE

This is the contract Umar made with the
Christians of Jerusalem:

'This is the protection which theservant ofGod,
Umar, has granted to thepeople ofJerusalem
. . . . Their churches shall not be taken away, nor
shall theybepulled down, norshall any damage be
done to them . . . . They shall not be forced togive
up their beliefs, norshall they be persecuted for
them. Whatever is written here is underthe
covenant ofGod, and theresponsibility ofHis
messenger, of thecaliphs and of thebelievers; it
shall hold good so long as they pay the taxfor their
defence that has been imposed uponthem.'

(Halid M. Halid Bayon Yaden Omar, Da al
Ma'arif, Egypt, 1983)

Khalid and Amr
Umar, who lived all his life without luxuries,
became worried that Khalid, a Muslim warrior,
would grow too rich and powerful. He feared that
the people might forget it was God who granted the
victories. So Khalid had to prove his humility by
serving under another commander.

In order to protect the newly-won Syrian
territories from Byzantine raids from the south,
another military leader, Amr, led 3500 cavalry into
Egypt in 640 CEo There, they were welcomed as
liberators, and the Byzantine soldiers and sailors
were allowed to return home.

Hafsa's story
Umar's daughter Hafsa was one of the Prophet's
wives. One day she and Aisha tried to make Umar
live in a little more comfort. Umar would have none
of it. He protested: '0 Aisha, was the Prophet's
stomach ever full, or his bedcover anything other
than the cloak he wore by day?' She could not deny
it. Then he asked Hafsa: 'And when he slept, did he
not just lie on a rush mat on the bare earth?'

Hafsa told him how the Prophet always slept very
badly because he was so uncomfortable. One day,
unable to bear his sufferings any longer, she had
folded the reed mat over double without telling
him, to try to make it a little softer for him. That
night he slept peacefully, but he overslept and
missed the pre-dawn prayer. He was so distressed
when he found out that he never slept like that
again.

'So,' said Umar, 'when the Prophet lived like this,
caring so little for his own comfort, how can his
followers live in luxury?'

Death of Umar
In 644 CE Umar listened to the complaint of Firoz, a
Persian Christian, but gave judgement against his
case. Firoz took revenge; he waited until the dawn
prayer, and when Umar was kneeling he stabbed
him six times. Umar died three days later, having
appointed a six-man committee to elect his
successor.

FOR YOUR FOLDERS
~ 'Every religion has a special character,

and the Characteristic of Islam is
modesty. ,

'Modesty and faith are joined closely
together. If either of them is lost, the other
goes also.'

(Hadith)

Copy out one these sayings of
Muhammad and show how Umar was a
good representative of Islam.

~ What did Umar's activities in Jerusalem
reveal about
a his character and leadership
b the Muslim attitude to the Christians?

~ How was Umar's modesty and simplicity
revealed by
a his mode of dress
b the way he treated his servants
c his sayings?
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66 UTHMAN AND ALI

Uthman
The six-man committee appointed by Umar to
choose the next caliph included Ali and Uthman.

Uthman was a rich merchant from the powerful
Ummayyad family of the Quraish, the only member
of the Ummayyads to become a Muslim during the
time of Muhammad's persecution. He had been
married to Muhammad's daughter Ruqaiyya, and
after her death to her sister Umm Kulthum.

The caliphate was offered to Ali first, on the
condition that he accepted not only the Qur'an and
Sunnah, but also all the recorded judgements of the
previous caliphs. Ali rejected the second part. He
had publicly criticized some of their judgements,
and being a man of integrity, he refused to
compromise his principles at this stage.

The caliphate was then offered on the same
conditions to Uthman, and he accepted them - and
thus became the leader.

Uthman was a simple and kind-hearted man, but
his administration was not so disciplined as that of
Umar, and he tended to appoint his friends and
relatives to key positions. Many of the faithful felt
that the Ummayyads were trying to take over, and
resented this.

When he was eighty years old, many Muslims ­
particularly the supporters of Ali, felt that he should
abdicate, but he refused to do so. He had angered
the Egyptians because he had replaced a perfectly
capable governor there with his own cousin, who
set harsher taxes.

A party of 500 Egyptians went to petition him and
demanded his resignation but Uthman rejected all
advice and preached a public sermon against them.
Soon afterwards, while he was at prayer, a group of
these Egyptians killed him - the second caliph to die
in this manner. He had ruled from 644-56 CEo

His wife, Nailah, sent word (plus her fingers
which were cut off as she tried to protect him) to his
cousin Muawiya, whom he had made governor of
Syria.

Ali and his family
At last, twenty-four years after the Prophet's death,
the caliphate passed to Ali - the idealist who had
previously let the opportunity go by because of one
unacceptable condition. He ruled from 656-61. He
had been the first male convert to Islam, and was
famous for his extreme piety and faithful
transmission of Muhammad's sayings. His
supporters thought of him as the 'Conscience of

134 Islam'.

Ali's conversion
Ali discovered the Prophet and his wife kneeling in
prayer one day, and seeing no one, asked to whom
they were prostrating themselves.

Muhammad explained about Allah and the
revelations he had received. Ali was excited, but
thought he ought to consult his father about it.
However, the next morning he came rushing to
Muhammad to declare his belief: 'Allah created me
without consulting my father. Why then should I
consult him in order to worship Allah?'

The dinner
When Muhammad first commenced his public
ministry, he invited his kinsmen to a dinner, and
tried to persuade them to believe. They were all
embarrassed and would not support him. Only Ali,
then aged ten years old, stood up and said: 'I am the
youngest of you; I may be a boy and my feet may
not be strong enough, but 0 Muhammad, I shall be
your helper. Whoever opposes you, I shall fight him
as my mortal enemy.'

The elders laughed at him, but Ali was to become
known as Asadullah - the Lion of God.

The contest
Ali's appointment as caliph was opposed by
Uthman's cousin Muawiya, who was supported by
Muhammad's surviving wife Aisha.

Ali had condemned the murder of Uthman, but
had understood the reasons for it and had not tried
to track down or punish his killers. Muawiya and
Aisha demanded that Uthman's murder be
avenged.

The assassins claimed that since Uthman had not
ruled according to QuI'an and Sunnah, he had
ceased to be Islamic and should therefore be
removed. (Throughout later centuries, including
our own, Islamic revolutionaries have acted
according to the same principle - for example in the
murder of President Sadat of Egypt - or the
overthrow of the Shah of Iran).

A battle was fought in 657 CE, known as the
Battle of the Camel, in which Aisha was taken
captive, but was treated with great respect and
returned safely to her friends.



In the next encounter, the Battle of Siffin,
Muawiya forced the end of the fighting by having
pages of the Qur'an fixed to his troops' lances. Ali
was obliged to accept arbitration. Representatives
from both sides agreed to depose both of them and
hold new elections, but somehow Muawiya's side
tricked Ali's followers, and he was announced as
caliph. Ali's supporters promptly declared
allegiance to Ali again, and as a result, Ali was
virtually recognized as caliph of the East, with
Muawiya as caliph of the North and West. One
group of Muslims (later known as Kharijites) were
so outraged by the whole business that they decided
to end the 'impurity' and conflict by killing both of
them and starting again.

His marriage
Fatimah was the youngest daughter of the Prophet,
and Ali loved her. He married her after the Battle of
Badr. She herself took part in the Battle of Uhud,
nursing the wounded soldiers (including her own
father). She was said to have been very like her
mother in looks, but like Muhammad in habits,
manners and conversation. She used to sit beside
him at meetings, and was highly respected for her
kindness, politeness, grace and dignity.

She and Ali had three children. Sadly, she died a
few months after her father, at the age of thirty. It
was said she was the embodiment of perfect
womanhood and her outstretched hand became a
common symbol for good fortune and divine
protection.

Sayings ofAli
• Onewhoknows himselfknows his creator.
• Ifyou love Allah, tear out your heart's love of the

world.
• Onewhois proud ofworldly possessions in this brief

existence is ignorant.
• Learned men liveafter death; ignorant menare dead

although alive.
• A sign ofa stupid man is hisfrequent change of

opinions.
• A hypocrite's tongue is clean, but there is sickness in

hisheart.
• Better alone thanin bad company.

The death ofAli
Ali was given many premonitions of his fate,
including even the name of the man destined to kill

Part 7 HISTORYUP TO 750CE

him. Despite this, he refused to hide or run away.
The last two caliphs had been struck down while at
prayer. Sure enough, Ali was also rnortally :
wounded while in the mosque at Kufa. He did not
die for three days, during which time he protected
and fed his assassin, ordered that he should be
spared if Ali should live, and killed with one stroke
if Ali died. The man's family was not to be
molested.

Ali's last words, before entering paradise, were
'0 God, most fortunate am I!'

FOR YOUR FOLDERS
~ Why did many Muslims feel uneasy about

the appointment of Uthman as caliph?
How did he come to be assassinated?
Why did the Kharijites later oppose even
Ali?

~ What do the stories of Ali's conversion
and defence of Muhammad, and the
battles for succession, tell us about the
character of Ali?

~ How was the kindness and courage of Ali
revealed even on his deathbed?
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76 THE MODERN SPREAD OF ISLAM
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'Heis not of us whofights
thecause of nationalism;
he is not ofus whodies in
thecause of nationalism.
Nationalism meanshelping
your people in unjust causes'

(Hadith)

Key
~ Countries with Muslim majority

(over 50% of population)

The map shows the present spread of countries with
a Muslim majority, and the list opposite gives some
idea of figures.

Muslims form over half the population of some 46
countries, and make up over 80 per cent of the
population in 32 countries.

The number of Muslims is growing rapidly,
especially in the Far East, Africa and Russia (where
about 25 per cent of the people are now Muslim, not
Communist).

The whole political and religious scene in the
Middle East is confusing to Europeans, as they
observe many instances of Muslim fighting Muslim.

Nevertheless, there are patterns. It is important to
realize that:
• not all Arabs are Muslim (some are Christian,

some Marxist, etc.)
• not all Muslims are perfect
• many people in strict religious countries desire

the freedom to enjoy things Muslims would
regard as corrupt.

The key movements in the Muslim world are for:
• socialism - to improve the welfare of the people,

and to remove religion from politics
• nationalism - the urge for each country to be

154 independent

• Pan-Arabism - the desire for all Arabic-speaking
peoples to unite

• Pan-Islam - the desire for all Islamic peoples to
unite.

(The word 'pan' means 'all")
Pan-Arabism and Pan-Islam are similar, but with
important differences.

Both are against any atheist political system, and
nationalism, which they insist divides people
instead of bringing them together.

Pan-Arabism aims to see a new empire of unified
states, on the same lines as the United States of
America (USA) or the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR). It wants a Union of Arabic
Republics.

Although all Muslims try to learn Arabic, millions
of them are not Arabic and want a different kind of
unity. Pan-Arabism implies a 'land bloc', whereas
Pan-Islam implies a 'mind and heart bloc'.

Pan-Islam is the movement for:

• true Islamic government under God
• a new rightly-guided caliph (preferably a

descendant of Muhammad)
• unity of all Islamic sects, especially Sunni and

Shi'ite
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• the reform of society
• the reform of Islamic higher education
• peace and justice for all
• freedom from tyranny (especially Western

corruption, Soviet atheism and Zionism).
The campaign against atheism may well sweep

Islam through the USSR and China. It may also take
firm hold in the more southern countries of Africa
and in the 'atheist' West.

Intellectuals have already brought Islam into the
universities, and immigrant populations have
provided the framework, although many are
reluctant to convert non-Muslims to Islam.

No one is converted to Islam 'by the sword'; but
millions are becoming aware in their hearts that God
exists, and that the day has arrived when
individuals from every country in the world can say
'I am Muslim, and I belong to the Ummah' .

FOR YOUR FOLDERS

(Based on the 1975 census)
Arab countries marked'
The figures for regions under Soviet rule are:

Azerbaijan-78%; Kazakhstan - 68%; Kirghizia -92%;

Ta'ikistan- 98%' Turkmenia 90%' Uzbekistan-88%.

Country

Afghanistan
Algeria'
Bahrain'
Bangladesh
China
Egypt'
Ethiopia
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq'
Jordan'
Kuwait'
Lebanon'
Libya'
Mauretania"
Morocco'
Nigeria
Oman'
Pakistan
Palestine'
Qatar'
Saudi Arabia'
Sudan'
Syria'
Tanzania
Tunisia'
Turkey
UA£'
UK
USSR
Yemen(N)*

Number of
Muslims

17.7m
15.3m
0.22m

63.3m
93.5m
33.4m
17.2m
69.0m

US.Om
31.5m
9.6m
2.5m
1.0m
1.7m
2.2m
1.2m

16.8m
59.8m
0.75m

63.0m
2.6m
0.17m
8.0m

14.3m
6.0m
9.3m
S.2m

37.6m
O.32m
1.5m

60.0m
6.0m

Percentage of
population

99%
98%
99%
8S%
11%
93%
65%
12%
95%
98%
95%
95%
98%
57%

100%
100%
99%
75'}'0

100%,
97%
87%

100%
100%
85%

87%
65%
95%
99%

100%
2.7%
25%
99%

~ Make a list of the chief aims of Pan-Islam,
and explain briefly how it differs from
Pan-Arabism.

~ Why do many socialists and communists
regard Islam as a serious threat?
Although Islam approves of many
aspects of socialism, it can never accept
communism. Can yOI2l explain why?
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77 COURSEWORK

Knowledge Understanding Evaluation Total

Topic 1 8 16 9 33
Topic 2 8 16 9 33
Topic 3 9 13 12 34
Topic 4 25 45 30 100

Check the regulations for your GCSE coursework
with your teacher, to make sure you know what
assignments are necessary, and how the marks will
be allocated according to knowledge, understanding
and evaluation.

For long assignments, the length required is
usually about 3000 words, or around twelve sides of
A4, and short assignments are about 1000 words, or
four sides of A4. Your teacher should have worked
out a marks grid so that you will not be penalized by
being given incorrectly weighted instructions.

For example, if the marks ratio is 25%,45%,30%,
the grid should look something like the one above.

This job must be done first. Grids can be adjusted, so
long as the totals balance.

Examples of coursework
assignments

1 MUHAMMAD (8/16/9)

Knowledge: Write a short biography of Muhammad,
indicating his major achievements.
Understanding: Explain and comment on the reaction
to Muhammad's mission as expressed by (a)
Khadijah and Ali (4), (b) the people of Makkah (4)
and (c) the people of Madinah (4). (i.e. Why do you
think they either believed in him or rejected him?)
How did Muhammad's life before his call prepare
and fit him for his later mission as a prophet of God
(4)?
Evaluation: To what extent do you think Muhammad
should be regarded as the 'founder' of Islam? Give
reasons for your answer (9).

2 AKHIRAH (9/3/12)

Knowledge: Choose three relevant passages from the
. Qur'an or Hadith and state clearly what each reveals

about individual life after death, judgement, and
the future state of existence (9).
Understanding: Explain the idea of Judgement Day
(4) and the ways in which this belief can (a) alter the
character of an individual (3), (b) have an effect on

156 the way people treat each other (2), and (c) have an

effect on the way a person practises faith
throughout an average day (4).
Evaluation: Do you think God should always allow
free will? Should He interfere with the laws of
nature to protect people from such things as floods,
earthquakes, fires, wars, etc.? Why do you think
God does not protect humans from such things, or
their personal tragedies? Would it be a better
universe if we did not have free will, or the
dangerous possibility of making wrong choices? (12)

3 OUR'ANAND HADITH (9/13/12)

Knowledge: Give an account of the origin and
compilation of the Qur'an (4). Explain the difference
between the Qur'an and Hadith (1). In what ways
do Muslims show their respect for the QuI'an (4)?
Understanding: Why is the language of the Qur'an
thought to be so important (1)? Choose two
passages from the Qur'an, Prophetic Hadith and
Hadith Qudsi, and state what each of these teaches
about the nature of God (12).
Evaluation: To what extent is it important for
Muslims to base their lives on the standard of the
Qur'an? How far is it possible to extend the
principles of the QuI'an and Hadith to cover
problems in modern society? (Examples might
include the problems of abortion, taking drugs,
censorship, care of old people.) (12)

4 PILLARS OF ISLAM (8/16/9)

Knowledge: Describethe major features of the five
pillars of Islam (8).
Understanding: Give an explanation of the purpose
and significance of these pillars, and the
fundamental beliefs behind them (3 marks each, 4
for prayer).
Evaluation: Which of the pillars do you consider to
be the most important, and why (3)?
How far do you think the practices of Islam are
effective in creating the feeling of ummah ('one
family'), and why is this important (6)?

5 PRAYER (8/16/91

Knowledge: Give an outline of Muslim preparations
for ritual prayer. Where do Muslims pray? What are



the rules of expected conduct during prayer (8)?
. Understanding: Explain the meanings given by

Muslims to the terms and ideas and movements
found in the ritual prayers. What do these prayers
reveal about their attitudes and feelings towards
God, Muhammad and the prophets, themselves
and others (16)?
Evaluation: Give a personal view of the Kalimah
Shahadah. Explain why it might be (a) easier or (b)
harder to live a life dedicated to God aftersuch a
declaration has been made (4).
Is Du'a prayer a sign of faith or weakness? Argue
the case for both points of view (5).

6 THE MOSQUE (8/16/9)

Knowledge: Present information, with illustrations
and diagrams if you wish, to show the major
features of a mosque, drawing special attention to
the features common to every mosque. A special
study could be made of a famous mosque (e.g. Blue
Mosque, Istanbul; Regent's Park, London) or a local
mosque in your community (8).
Understanding: Explain the purpose, use and
significance of these features; of the reasons for the
design and decoration of the mosque; of the way
visitors and worshippers are expected to behave in
the building; the use of the mosque for various
functions, e.g. communal prayer, social events, rites
of passages (16).
Evaluation: Consider the following issues:
a Should Muslims spend a great deal of money on

building a mosque when that money could help
the hungry (4)?

b In what ways does the existence of the mosque
contribute to the feelings of ummah in Islam (4)?

c Could you be a Muslim without going to the
mosque (4)?

7 HAJJ (8/16/9)

Knowledge: What difficulties are sometimes faced by
pilgrims making the Hajj (a) in preparation for it,
and (b) on the pilgrimage itself? Explain how the
state of ihram is an important aid to the correct Hajj
mentality (8).
Understanding: Explain how the experience of Adam
and Eve (4), Ibrahim and his family (4)and the
prophet Muhammad (4)all have a profound effect
on the pilgrims on Hajj. In what ways do Muslims
have their faith deepened and strengthened by the
experiences of Hajj (4)?
Evaluation: Assess the importance of Eid ul Adha as
part of the Hajj, and its effectiveness in binding
together the whole ummah or family of Islam (9).

COURSEWORK

8 FESTIVALS AND SPECIAL DAYS (8/16/9)

Knowledge: Construct a calendar of Muslim festivals
for the present year (2), and write an account of how
Eid ul Fitr is celebrated (6).
Understanding: Explain the meaning of sacrifice and
self-sacrifice (4). Explain fasting as a Muslim act of
worship, and the right and wrong attitudes of mind
and reasons for fasting (4); explain why Muslims do
not over-celebrate Maulid an Nabi or Muharram (4);
explain the limitations of design on Eid cards (you
could illustrate this with your own design if you
wish) (4).
Evaluation: Do you think Muslim festivals are seen
primarily as religious or family occasions? Give
reasons for your answer. What would you say is the
value of a regular cycle of festivals (9)?

9 MARRIAGE (8/16/9)

Knowledge: Describe carefully how and why
marriages are arranged in many Muslim families.
Give an account of the actual ceremony and its
implications (8).
Understanding: What are the responsibilities of the
mother (5), the father (3), and the children (3) in a
~uslim home? How is living in an extended family
different from the 'nuclear' family situation (2)?
What are the conditions under which a Muslim man
might take more than one wife into his household
(3)?
Evaluation: Is the extended family an advantage or a
disadvantage in helping a family to grow together in
loyalty and love (3)?How can the taking of more
than one wife be quite consistent with the spirit of
Islam (4)?How important to you think it is for a
person to marry someone who shares the same
beliefs (2)?

10 SHARI'AH (8/16/9)

Knowledge: Give an explanation of what is meant by
Shari'ah. How are the rules of Shari'ah arrived at for
situations in the ever-changing modern world (8)?
Understanding: Explain the main aims and ideals of
Shari'ah, giving full examples from the Qur'an and
Hadith. How does living according to Shari'ah build
up the feeling of ummah, being one family (16)?
Evaluation: How far is living according to Shari'ah
possible for a Muslim in Western society? Should
Muslims be prepared to change their way of life in
order to be like non-Muslims?
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GLOSSARY.

Abd servant
Adhan (Hassan, Azan) the call to prayer
AH after the Hijra (Hegira)
Akhirah belief in life after death
Allah God
Allahu Akbar God is great
Amal putting faith into action
Angel messenger from God, visible under certain
conditions
Ansars citizens of Madinah who helped Muslims
Arabesque decorative flourish in writing or art
Arkan a pillar of the faith
Ayat a verse of the Qur'an

Baitullah House of God, the Ka'ba
Barzakh place of waiting, after death
Bedouin wandering tribespeople
Bismillah . 'In the name of God'

Caliph 'Successor', ruler for God on earth
Calligraphy decorative writing
Chador black veil sometimes worn by Muslim women
CE Christian Era

Dhikr means of attaining mystic state
Din the Faith
Du'a personal prayer or supplication

Eid ul Adha Feast of sacrifice that ends the Hajj
Eid ul Fitr Feast to break the Ramadan fast

Fard (or wajib) things which must be done
Fatiha the first surah in the Qur'an
Fiqh technique of working out Shari'at law

Ghusl complete bath for ritual cleansing

Hadith sayings and traditions of Muhammad
Hadith Qudsi sayings of God not found in the Qur'an
Hafiz someone who has learnt the Qur'an by heart
Hajj pilgrimage to Makkah
Halal allowed
Hanif a devout person
Haram forbidden
Harem 'forbidden' rooms, private part of a house
Hejab the veiling of women in Islam (see also Purdah)
Hijrah the migration from Makkah to Madinah
Hujurah Muhammad's burial place in Aisha's room

Ibadah worship, being a servant of God
Iftar breakfast
Ihram state of religious 'separation' or purity
Ihsan realization of existence of God
lima scholarly agreement to form a decision
Ijtihad use of reason to decide correct action
Imam a teacher
Iman faith or belief
Injil the revelation given to Jesus
Iqamah the invitation to worship
Iqra! Recite!- the command to Muhammad
Islam submission to God

jamaah congregation or communal prayer
158 Jamra pillar representing Ibrahim's temptations

Jahannam hell
Jihad striving, holy war in defence of God's will
Jinn a non-human being, perhaps made of fire
jum'ah Friday (day of [amaah prayers)

Ka'ba the 'Cube', shrine of God in Makkah
Kafir an unbeliever
Kalimah 'the word', declaration of faith
Khalifa see Caliph
Khitan circumcision
Khutbah sermon
Kiswah the black cloth covering the Ka'ba
Kitab book
Kufr unbelief
Kursi 'seat', the stand for the Qur'an

Lailat ul Miraj The Night of Ascent to Heaven
Lailat ul Qadr the Night of Power (when
Muhammad received his first revelation)

Madrasah school
Makruh action disapproved of but not forbidden
Mandub recommended actions
Masjid a place of sujud (bowing down)
Maulid an Nabi birthday of Prophet Muhammad
Mihrab niche indicating direction of Makkah
Mimbar pulpit for giving Friday sermons
Minaret tower from which call to prayer is given
Mosque place for communal prayer and activities
Mubah actions decided by conscience
Muezzin (Mueddin) the person who calls to prayer
Muharram New Year
Mullah a teacher
Mystic someone who knows God through intuition

Nabi a prophet
Nafs instinct to do either good or evil
Niyyah intention

Pbuh 'Peace be upon him' (said of the prophets)
Purdah covering all but eyes, hands and feet

Qiblah the direction of Makkah
Qiyam standing during prayer
Quraish the leading tribe in and around Makkah
Qur'an the Revealed Book

Rabb Master, i.e. God
Rak'ah a sequence of movements in ritual prayer
Ramadan the month of fasting
Rasul a prophet
Rouh the human soul
Risalah prophecy
Ruku bowing during ritual prayer

Sadaqah charity, acts of voluntary giving
Sahifa the revelation given to Ibrahim
Salah ritual prayer five times daily
Salat ul Janaza funeral prayers
Saum (Siyam) fasting from sunrise to sunset
Say (Saai) Hajj procession from Safa to Marwa
Sema sacred dance used in Sufi mysticism
Shahadah declaration of faith
Shahid someone who dies for the faith, a martyr



Shari'ah the way of life followed by Muslims
Shi'i (Shiat Ali) - sect of Muslims who insist on a
descendant of Muhammad as caliph
Shirk sin of associating anything with God
Subha string of prayer beads
Sufi a mystic
Suhur early meal before fasting begins
Sujud (Sajda) kneeling before God in prayer
Sunnah the way or example set by Prophet Muhammad
Sunni Muslim who follows the orthodox way
Surah a chapter in the Qur'an

Ta'alaq divorce procedure
Takbir shutting out all distractions before prayer
Taqwa consciousness or awareness of God
Tasbih see Subha
Tauhid the doctrine of the one-ness of God
Tawaf circling Ka'ba seven times on Hajj
Tawrat the revelation given to Moses
Tayammum symbolic washing done without water
Tughyan arrogance, taking powers for oneself

Ulama learned scholars
Ummah the 'Family' of Islam
Ummul Kitab the 'mother of books', the Qur'an
Umrah pilgrimage to Makkah not in Hajj month

Walima a feast
Wudu (Wuzu) ritual washing before prayer
Wuquf time of 'standing' before God during Hajj

Zabur the revelation given to David
Zakah giving one-fortieth of savings for God's service
Zulm tyranny

PLACES
AI-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem, traditionally place from
where Muhammad ascended to heaven
Al-Badr site of Muhammad's first battle against
Makkans
Al-Quds the 'Holy', Jerusalem
Arafat Mount of Mercy, where Adam and Eve met after
God forgave their sin
Madinah (Madinat an-Nabi) the city of the Prophet,
formerly Yathrib
Maqam Ibrahim place where Ibrahim prayed beside
Ka'ba
Makkah city of Ka'ba shrine, Muhammad's birthplace
Mina place where Ibrahim 'sacrificed' Isma'il, place of
stoning the Devil on Hajj
Mount Nur (Mount Hira) Hill of Light. Place where
Muhammad received his first revelation
Mount Thawr place where Muhammad sheltered in a
cave during Hijra
Mount Uhud site of second battle against Makkans
Muzdalifah where pilgrims on Hajj camp, and collect
pebbles to stone the Devil
Safa and Marwa places where Hagar searched for water

GLOSSARY

Tail mountain oasis where Muhammad was rejected
Yathrib original name of Madinah
Zarnzam well by Ka'ba, revealed to Ibrahim's wife
Hagar

PEOPLE
Abd al-Muttalib Muhammad's grandfather
Abdullah Muhammad's father
Abu Bakr friend of Muhammad; first caliph
Abu Lahab uncle of Muhammad who opposed him
Abu Sufyan uncle of Muhammad who opposed him
Abu Talib uncle of Muhammad who adopted him
Adam the first created man
Aisha (Ayesha) youngest wife of Muhammad, daughter
of Abu Bakr
Ali adopted son of Muhammad, son of Abu Talib, who
married Muhammad's daughter Fatimah. Fourth caliph
(first Shi'ite caliph)
Amina Muhammad's mother
Amr a military leader
Azra'il the angel of death
Bahira Christian monk who recognized Muhammad as
a prophet
Bilal Ethiopian slave, first caller to prayer
Dawud the prophet David, king of Israel
Fatimah daughter of Muhammad who married Ali
Hafsa Umar's daughter, wife of Muhammad
Hagar (Hajara) wife of Ibrahim
Halima Bedouin woman who reared Muhammad
Hamza Muhammad's uncle, a famous warrior
Harun the prophet Aaron, brother of Moses
Husain (Hussein) grandson of Muhammad
lblis the devil
Ibrahim Abraham, the 'father' of Jews and Arabs, and
'friend of God'
Isa the prophet Jesus, worshipped by Christians
Isma'il the prophet Ishmael, son of Abraham
Israfil the angel who takes souls to judgement
Jibra'il (Gabriel) the angel who transmitted revelations
to Muhammad
Khadijah first wife of Muhammad
Khalid early warrior of Islam
Maryam the Virgin Mary, mother of Iesus
Mika'il angel that protects the faithful
Muawiya the fifth caliph
Musa the prophet Moses
Nuh the prophet Noah
Shaytan Satan, the devil, the chief [inn
Suleiman the prophet Solomon, son of David
Umar (Omar) friend of Muhammad, the second caliph
Ummayyads one of leading families of Makkah
Uthman (Othman) friend of Muhammad, third caliph
Waraqa ibn Nofal Christian cousin of Khadijah
Yazid son of caliph Muawiya
Zaid ibn Haritha adopted son of Muhammad
Zaid ibn Thabit Muhammad's secretary who compiled
the written Qur'an
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