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In the Mame of God, Most Gracious, Most Mercilul

What is Islam?

Islam is mob a new religion, bl

thie sarmie truth thad God revealed
throiagh all His propheds bo every
peaple. For a fifth of the world®s
population, lslam b= both a religion
and a comiplete way of life. Muslims
lollow a relighom of poace, mency,
and forgiveness, and the majorly
have nothing o do with the
extremely grave evenis which have
corme b b assockated with their
faith

Who are the
Muslims?

One billion people from a vt range
of races, nationalibies and cubhores

across the globe — from the
soucthemn Philippines o Nigena —
are uniled by their common Balamig
faith. Abspas 18% live in the Arab
world; the world's largest Muslim
CoTPLRERY §s in Indonesia; sub-
starlisl parts of Asia and maost of
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Alrica are Mushim, while significan
minorites ane o be hound i the
Soviet Umion. China, Morth and
South Amenca, and F.un.'lpvl.'.

What do Muslims
believe?

hualims believe in One, Uinigue,
Incamparable God) in the Angels
created by Himn, in the prophets
through wharm His mvelations were
brought to mankind; in the Day ol
Judgement and individual account
ability for actions; in God's complebe
authoriby over human desting and
im fifie after death. Muslims believe
im a chain of prophels starting with
Ackam and including Moah, Abra.
e, Exhimae], [sase. Jacob. Joseph,
Jok, Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon
Elias, jonah, Joku the Baptist, and
Jesus, peace b upon them. Bul
Ciod & hmal message B0 man, & meomn
firmation of the ebemal message and
A BUMMING -up al all that M’-gﬁl‘h‘
befor: was revealed bo the Prophel
Muhammad = throsigh Gadbriel

How does so meone
become a Muslim?

Simply by saying 'there is no god
apart from Ceod, and Muhammasd
is the Messenger of God.” By this
declaration the belisver annouinoes
his or ber faith in all God's messen-
gers, and the scripiures they
broughi
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What does ‘Islam’
mean?

The Arabse word “Islam” simply
means "submission’, and derives
fram & word meaning 'peace’. In a
rl'hF' s conlesl 1 micans |.'|.1I'I'|F||E'|E'
subrmission ko the will of Caod
Mohammedanism’ is thus a misno-
mer because it suggests that Muos
lems worship Muhammad =% mther
than God. “Allah’ s the Arabic name
for God, which is used by Arab
Muslirms and Chrstans :ﬂl:ll'u'.

Why does Islam often
seem strange?

Islam may seem exolic or even
extreme in the modem wordd. Per
h;apw-' thiz is because religion does
o domimate everyday life in the
Wisi oslay, whereas Muslims have
h'|l||.!.l||rl J|;|-. s uppermost in Ihair
mierids, and make o division
bt secular and saceed, Theey
selies thad the Divine Law, the
Skari'a should b laken vory ser-
iously, wiich is wihy issues relaled
[T} r:_'llg;l oy are still o impaortant

Do Islam and
Christianity have
different origins?

i 'I|||:l;|.'|:h|:-r with Judadsm, they L]
back to the prophet and patriarch
Abraham, and their three prophels
are directly descended from his sons

Muhammad == from ihe ekdesi,
lehmael, and Moses and Jesus o
from lsaac. Abraham establiched the
welthement wivich today s the oty of
Makkah, and builk the Ka'ba
toweards which all Muslims fum
whien they pray
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What is the Ka'ba?

The Ea'ba is the place of worship
wihich God commanded Abralam
aanvd] Eshmael 10 build over [our
thousand vears sga. The building
wides constracted of stone on what
many beliewve was the dmginad site of

a sanciuary established by Adam.
{zod commanded Abraham fo sam-
e all mamkind o visit thas place,
and when palgrims go thene oday
thiey say " At Thy serveoe, LY Lond™. In
response o Abraham's summons

Who is
Muhammad?

Mubammad 2= was bom in Mak
kah in the year 570, at a Hme when
Chnstianity was not yet fully estab-
lished in Furope. Since his father
died before his birth, and his
mesther shortly afterward s, he was
raised by his uncke frorm the
respecied iribe of Quraysh, As he
R up, hio Becamie F.n;'m'n for his
truthfulness, generosity and
sincerity, so that he was soughi
alter for his abiliby o arbiirale in
disputes, The historans describ=
him as cabm and meditative
Muohammad was of a deeply
religious mature, and had long detes-
ted the decadence of his society. 1t
became his hakit to meditaie om
time o time in the Cave of Hlira mear
the sismmit o Jabal al-Mur, the
Mountain of Light' near Makkah

How did he become a
prophet and a
messenger of God?

Al ihe age ol 40, while engaged ina
meeditative retreat, Mubammad 22
received his first revelation from
and H1r|'\-|:.|:'_h thir Angel Gabnel. This
revilation, which continued for
mwirnby-three years, is known as the
Caran

s soon e e begam bo reile the
words he hpard from Gabriel, and 1o
preach the truth which God had
revizgabed bo him, be and his smmall
gronip of followers suffered bilter
persecution, which grew so fiewe
that im Whe yvear Ges God gave thein
the commanid to emnigrate. This
evenl, e Hiea, ‘migratbon’, in
witich they kell Makhkah for the cley
of kMadinah spme 260 miles (o the

nierihy, marks the beginning of the
Muslim calendar

Alter several vears, the Prophet &=
and his follwers were able bo rebarm
b Mak kah, wisne ||||_':|. 1llr'!.;d-'l-'t""'1l|.'lr
encmics and established [=lam
defininvely. Belone the Propled
died at the age of &3, the grealer par
of Arabda was Muslim, and within a
ceniury of his death Flam had
spread to Spain in the West and as
far Easl as China

o The Monmtin of Lipht mhewe Galiie)
e b Al
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How did the spread of
Islam affect the
world?

Among the reasons for the rapsd and
peaceiul spread of [slam was the
simiplicity of its doctrme- Islam calls
tor taith i ondy One Caod warthy
of worship. It also repeated|y
instructs man o use his powers of
intelligence and obsersition

Wiihin a low yeors, greal civila
eations and universigies were flour
ishang, for according o (he
Fn:l-pﬁl:l ; 'serking knowledge is
an abligatson lor every Mushm man
and woman’, The synthesks ol
Eastiern and Western ideas and of
riew thiotight wath old, Erought
about great advances in medicine,
mathemabics, plvsics, astronomy,
geograpghy, architecture, arf, litera-
turie, ol hissory J'-I'..'lrl}' CTLIC Sys-
tems such as alyebra, the Araba
numerals, arsd also the concepl of
ihe zero (vidal to the advancement of
mathemabcs), were traisriibed do
midieval Europe from slam, Sophis
cated mstruments wihich wend o
makr p-crul’hll' Lhe E LTOpEan V-
ages of discovery wene developed,
inchuding the astrolabwe, the quad-
rand and good rul.-'lg,.ihnn.tl s

i Ty Abafial, Iifwi, EXTREME LEFT, fpdin
e gdnifends iw Cieire, Evgpd. FAR LEFT
npw i The eipladeenilit comthnry [ S
Ofsermimny, Dulin. BELDW Sausli An
astrnnp’y fodig, LEVT. Triifowmil saithad
i sfsiy, Whieribaure ARCYVE The Myt
il ek il e gty Chima; Th
Himt Shr sxsgur ams punl i fhe st
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What is the Quran?

ol thie exac

wreed Cabciel 1o the Prophel
Sasharmimeaid Ll was memorided

lubarmmead nd then d

tabed to his Companione, and

smifthen il ni n Lo i
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What s the Quran
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Are there any other
sacred sources?

L " 1. Pher proasc T
THRTHL I STR R ERTRLAT] i
ponncl asbiworel EAETH| ]
i i ellalslv Lra i i
il wl Proplu i Ibd
P | nll 1
I il

f.hl".l.llf-'lll"'; of the
Prophet’s sayings
Tl bt

iiet irdrrral fiaF il e

Wimiie il mabii Prirlu Delidees diafnd div
iwttadies [or Iers. Broldner indnnl A
firsdies [oiw firmise|

M dediey wpefs fers Fald nelende s el

faE poes Jeriial foeul ds gl W

The traathfel v Frsty busrmessrnan
is mssociated ooil the prophets. the
aiefifs, o fhe .uurr!_wl-_'

Poroerfrd e= mod fee ol Kepcks tee
ather doen, indeed poeoerful i Qe
et crupfriads amesll fea i of auger,

‘Geod does mod filpr according fo
e boilles .ur:l'n.rc'p.:'unuum e
e scirns womr heaerds anead {poks orfo
WINr ilpats.

A man quIhm_!,: .r.l'lr.lr_:;,' gty fedd
very thirsty, Reackorg a ostll e
itescended drto of, dronk fees i and
LTI N, Ther bt sanie i drl_:.:' sty
ifs tmrgre fr.:ul._-;l':r_:.,- ot fl'l||'J'i.Il|_,: to Ieck
g i b apeeasch ifs Heirsd, The
s sara flead Pl n'nln;; TAMTS h-:-h'ulq e
samy thirst as he had felt so be wewd
o fiefo Bl roell mgadn and filled
his shoe wdth warker aud gave the
dog w drink, God forgaoe fis sins for
tiers pctior.” The Propliet TNt S
asked: ‘Messenger of God, are e
retvrded for Kotiness Fonrards aii-
wranla ™ He sond, “There 5 a rerasd for
kimilress to every Tivimg thing.”

Fromm thie faufith eollections ol
Brkhan, Muslam, Tirmadh and
Hay hag

TTETY

What are the ‘Five
Pillars’ of Islam?

They ape dbe Frameavork of the
Murshiom Hie: faith, prayer, concem
for the needy, seli-purification, and
the pilgrimage 1o Makkah for those
wiho are able

1 TFAITH
There = no god worthy of worship
eucepl Caindl and Muhammad s His
MesseneT This declaration ol faith
18 called Uhie Shimeca, a '\II1'I|'|||.'
inrmasla shich all the Eighiul e
nounce, In Arabic, the first part s
la ilahn (i’ Ltk = “thiere is no

o eecepl God') it (god) can
reder Eo .|'|'|'. ||'|Il'|r_'| T hu.'h-'.-. W may be
I-'n'.rlhﬁ.i fo put in pi.1rr' of Giod
wiralth, POWET, amd the like, Thien
comes ke Lioh 'l'\.l_‘l_'pl‘ Zod”, the
souree of all Creation. The second
part of the Sl is Mummesndnne
izl Ll MMubammad i= the
iessenzer of Gaosd." A miessaie of
:|:_“|I|,l| ([ i P13 LM |||r-_'\-|:||_P||| A TEAN
|IL|-|; |"'|Il|l;|,'|'|.'\'31 .
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A translation of the Call o M'raver is

Ceindd 5 micesd greal. Caod s most jrreal

l._.lu,l. 1= miast gredl Cend 132 ot g |

| tesdily that thisie 18 o @od t-".q.'l."!:.ll. Caod

I testify that there B o pod 1"“'|"|:"r L

I testify that Mubharmmad s the messenger of Leod
I tesiify that Muohammad s the messenger of {0 |
L ovimet boe p-.l'l.'-,'l' Lo ho pray er!

Come to suceess (im this life and

thie Hersalterd! Come o success! i -
Lol 1% most great. Laod s mosi greal | % - ) | |‘]l|.|"|lll

. | | ¥ i
Thiere 15 mo _p_r\ul excepl LT - i f:i:irl “ 'll"’

mcHT. Cowrtugrd of Grenn Masspee. Fleeal
i fadrretslan




spOvr: haduna Migeria

4 FIAYER

Nl is the name o the obligalory
prayers which are perlormed live
titmies a dlay, and are & direct link
betwern the worshipper and Giod
There is no hierarchical authority in
Islam, and no priests, wo the prayvers
are led by aleamed person who
knanws the Churan, chosen by the
congregation. These five pr.imﬁn-
contain vierses fnom the Curan, and
are said in Arabic, the |.1nt;u..|g|ql ol
thie Revelation, bl 1'-|lm_||'..1| _-'.,|pp||
catton can by olfered in one’s owm
|.1|'|p.|,|. -

Prayers are sabd al dawn, nvon
il - adtermoon, sunset and moghifall,
aned s determine the chythm ol
the entire day. Although it {5 preter-
abdle to worship logether ina
e, a Muslom may pray almiess
anvwhere, such ad in felds, offices
taciones and universiti=s Visitors (o
thee Mushm world are struck by the
centrality of pravers in daily Life.
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aavvE Meesian meibrale el il

I atvred Pace o pinerwee. Dhpdr Wlanaliingg
el Inamrts lernsifives, b during (b
ot} s fifefiams il ueus chvipgrd fo

Maldah Fram b ieinber, M paditil, thi
Iniigire aphie foals fhp prayer prives (e s
if thy Fridarg it comimteitily prayers

§ Tl "EARAT

LCine of the most important prin
cipdes of Badam is that all th:ngn
belong o (iod, and that wealth is
thierefoe held by human beings in
truss. The word cukad means both
“puntication” and “growth’. (har pos
senslons are purified by setting
aside a propartion for those in need
anik, ke the pruning n|':|."|.1n'.~.'_ Ehis
culing back balanoes and encour-
ages new groavih

Each Muslim calcalates his or her
owry zalim! |||d|'.|.!|..11::. Fa sl
purposes this involves the pavmmem
each vear of tvp and a hald ‘I-"I..l.-| it
oM OiTE & |'.|r!|l.||

A pious peron may e Five as
manch s b or she pheases as sodagr,
and does so preterably in sevret
Although thas word can be trans-
labedd g “wnlemdary chariby” it has s
wider meanng. The Prophet a1l

‘v mireetgg gamer feeietier ol a
cieeernd facr s charity,’

Thii |II.|"I'III| r sl “Ulisvrlig ds
it mircresi Ny e foere Sicslien. " N
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sl bt |'-'.'|lr.,' whbil ) sdiii e AFRrINE R
cdraFrfe.” The Commgrataivims pekead
Wivarl of he rs mod anble Fo prork?
st "M shipwlsd
Uvidpt proar grirad ipcdalfy persiore.” Thi
Limrpramrons furtlher ek "Wt f
fir punmol s @oea Had ™ The
f"fllr'l"l'l' wirid My sliowiln e
oftvrs fe fo ool The .||||||I|'|I|'J
fomirs sarial “Volusnd i b Lok Pl
ilsar ™ The Propieef satial "I
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4§ THE FAST
Every vear im Phe masnth of Barma
dlan, all Muoslirs fast from first Light
unfil sundown, abstaining fram
food, drink, and sexusl relations
b who ane sick, eldedy, oron a
jouirmey, and women who ar preg-
nankor S ngG ane prrlmll:ed ks
break the fase and imeke up an egual
nuiber of days later inihe year 1
they are physically unable o do this
by misk e o iy person (or

ey dlay rlssedl. L hibldnen |-|'“'|| i

fast {and to observe the prayer) from
puberty. althouph madvy star earlier
Alkhiondgh thie fast 15 masst Denet-
cial b the himdth, £ i8 reganded prid
cipally s a mefhod of sell
purification, By cuiting oresell of
b wroridly o enemidorts. even bor
bt tarma, o [mSing pemson gains
true sympakhy width thamse whs go

hunery os well os growth oo
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The anmusal prilgrimage o Makkah
the Hift — 15 an obhigatson only for
thivee who are physdcally and fman-
ciadly abde o perforin il MNeverthe
lesss, absouif o millbon people go ko
Makkah sach year from every comer
of thee globe prividing o wibgtie
opporiunity tor Ehose od difberiut
rutions fo mect one another
Slabiomirh Slakkab i= alw b ] {al b
weith vasitoms, Ehe amnual Mty Begrines
ity Ehe el mondh of e Ealarm
viessr [wiiich is letar, il solas, so
that Mg and Bamadan tall some
titmies in summer, Sometimes in
winferh. ilgrims wear special

clothes: simple garments which

st awany distinctboms of class and
ultiine, s that all stand egianl before
sk

WY Py are fong fl aee i ek

The riies od 2l | iy, windch are ol
A braduarmic origin, include cocling
EhiE Ka'ba sevien Hinies. and i fige
severn limes bebween the meuntaims
of Sada and Maras as did Hagar
duriie her search for water. Then
the piigmms stand together on the
'r'l"ll.'ll.']"lllll ol Arala andd jonm an
prrayers lor Lyod's tongiveness, (n
whal 15 odien thoughl of as a pre-
wiew al the Lasl Judgemert

I prévinus centunes the B was
an arduous underiaking. Today
however, Saudi Arabla provides
nrillions al people with water,
modern fransporl. and the most
up-1o-date health lacilites.

The close of the Har s marked by
a festival, the Erd af- A, witdch is
celebraled with prayers and the
exchangye of gifts in Muslim comis-
fiitdes everywhere. This, and tlw Exd
wl-Frir, & feast-day commemomating
the end of Ramadan, are the main
fetivale oof ghe Mfuslim calendat



Does Islam tolerate
other beliefs?

The Quran says: Gowd forbids yon
[T TR ] JI'Q.'HFJ\ iy B wdeey frsghef
warar tierl for | vour | kbl sow drioe wow
ol of wour homes, from dealing
krmalth vl preetiy raith theswg for Gosl

fopedl Phose wolio e frest.
[{Quran, HES)

It is oo Functios of Elamie law 1o
prodect the privileged stabus of min
orities. and this is why non-Muslim
places of worship hive flosmshed all
ot the Lslamie woorkd. Hishiry pro-
vides many examples of Muslim
tolerance owands other laiths: when
the caliph Crmar entered lerisabem
im thee year 34, Islam granied fnee-
dam af worship bo all religaous com
muarities in the city

Islamic law also permtits non-
Muslim minomities o sel wp e
o couris, which implemeni
fwmily lows drawn wp by the min
onties ihemsetoes
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anovl: Mosges of Cenre and Charcl of B
Hulw Sepmlchre, ferusalem. When fhir cadliph
Chmae pocd [erusslem from pee Byzaontines
e nmisied on rmterony the coly ok ol @
AT OF RS LCoWpae
g 0 e sahakiands thar thew
e el propenty wene sfe, and tfar Her
places of uwvnhrp weseld mever be frkeu
fwam therm, e apked tae CRrnlaw gt ruch
Sophrma o arcempany Ader on @ sl A
gl thie ody plagi

The Patraesch sroviel him e preag e
L harck sl ke Moty Spuicier, ol b
prrferred o prrap sl [ Nes, sEAINY
(har ¢ ki acoepted, knler pradralions of
LT TR T T T TE= g S T T T L P Tl
1o e

ST T T Tt T
it an 1A e’ WhPPE Vewiar ol prau

RICHT Acrording fo Tsdam, man o8 sanl o
edpeFeaL on
[ Tl 8 L]

i bl Biii” He g0
mirrthi, Ciiery ckeild /s B

i (01 i il e gt

1eal i fe ihp ‘peranardial mehgipi”, din
al-lsamid; i stvR Dt RaiFY B 00 e
gidpinal, e Mre I At A i e
harsiony stk creafion. sspent o do yond
gl comfirmig e Ceenes of God

What do Muslims
think about Jesus?

Sfuaslims respect and revere

jesais =, and awart his Second
Coming. They conskder him one o
ihe gpreatest of Gisd's messenpgers o
mankind. A Muslim mever iefiers bo
him simply a8 Tesus’, bul abways
adds thie phrase ‘wpon him be
peace”. Thie Cluran confirms his vir
#in birth {a chapter ab e LRiran 1=
enlitbed ‘Mary'], and Mary 18 oom
sichered the punsst worman in all
crsalbon. The Quran descrnibes the
Apmunciaiion as olloivs

Relrold! the Aeged said, “God las
chosen your, sl grarified wow, ami
clroser you whbooe B iomnes of all
wrationrs, OF AMary, God gries yon
ol meteE of a ool froun Hie
whose vt shall be fee Messial,
fesiis s of Marg, owored e His
qivrtad il Hre HereafTer, arel ourg
of Flanse f.lrclu_g;.llr mar o Gapal. Ie
shall speak fo Bae peopde from dos
wrad e and 1w mdurrty, e shall be
o P n:_qi.llrnu-'.

She ganal: "0 miw Lond! Howe slall
I dieee o oo eodiew o minn lras
tclied mee?” He sl “Frem so; Goaf
creafes sl He sl When Fe
deceves a themg, He saws fooaf, "Bel!™
armiad o 08,7 (L haran, Yap2-7)

=-|'h.u-|. WS |"\.._.-1l| ||',||.'|.|'I||||I|I-|lI
II:I'"".':I' e sgime [onwer wiivich
wad Brovght Adam il DeEng

withoul a father

Trmdw, tiee Iikeviess of fesus webh God
15 as the Tikeness of Adasr, He cne-
atfedl e off bt swned Phew said B
A, ‘Be! ard T fais, {15400

D his prophetss mission lesas
perfurmied many miraches
hie Chiran tells us thad bie sasd

I hirew comne fo won et a sgn frin
yiuer Lord: ke for wou oicf of

i Ty, as iF were, Cihne fogare of i figral,
artid bevaldve et of ard of Beooimes

a bardd by God's Lewee, Ao T Ivgad Her
Tl i, amil Hiy hg:w-, il [ evirse Phe
il n!lg..l Geond"s feariw. [3:90)

Sither B hamomasd o lesiis
Lol = 148 .'|I.II|5.:| thi= basec doc
irine of the bl in One Ged
broupzhi by earlier P',-|-I|p-l-' st §o
coundirm and renew it In the Curan
|issdns is reported as saving that

N G

Tir nttesd Bhve Livae qefeiolh s befoee
e, Al i ke Facofud fo yow port
aifl ibarl g foelsiatiten (LR I Wy
comme fo goan GeEEl @ sign frowe g
Pawrad, sav frier Dol ceared oy My, (v500)

s I'r|l|ll1|~1 Sluharmemaad maid

Whovroer befteres Hhere 2 po _;'.ml' fagap
Ceaval, wdimve patieinet prartmer, Phnd
Mihammad = g His peesseuger,
thrt fesns is e serpmrt and ires-
sevpper of Dapat, s goord faneatioed into
'|-I|rr_1.| anid & spiril prannling frivmn
Hiwe, ol theat Parmedise arad Hell are
frae, sidl e recedoed T Godd ik
Meaown,. | Fadntl from Bukhar)
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Why 1s the fanily
so important fo
Muslims?

The family is the foundation ol 1s-
lambe sociely. The peace and
wecurity offfened by a skable Gaimulby
umil bs greatly valued, and seen as
gssential for the sgirtual grow'th of
its mirmbers, A harmonious soceal
vrcler i= created by the ensleioe ol
eviended Tamabies; chaldmen e
Frewsaered. and rarely leave b

unitil tha time they marms
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What about Musiim
women?

[slarts saees a woirmaan, whether Sl
of prarried, as an inglividual in het
AT -|:_'_||' w8 i FEE Y PO ATy AR
.|-_5.|,l||-_'--' her propeeriy and sam-
ks & marmape dowry IS 1T Iy
II'.:' EbisiiE fD I|.'||' liride [od Isier own
personal use wivd she ke EER TS T
fairialy Fidimse |.||'|||-'| BT Tal I_|L||1|; |1| T
hushand's

Hasth mier and wiosmen s
enpected o dress ina way wihich is
miodest and digmised ) the tradisons
of Permale dress lownd in some
Sluslim couniries are olten the
expressson of kcal customs

[ Messenger of Geod = sakd

The imost paerfect e faa by Amargst
Iedivrers s R qelv 15 best oo
murinrer and Lindest fo bis aeife

Can a Muslim Irrn_w
more than one wife?

I'hie neligion of [slam was reveslisd
lor all socetyes and all fames and so
sceommod stes widely diffenng
social regquirements. Cinoumstances
may warrand the taking ol anothes
wite but the nght is granied, socord
ing bo the Curan, only on cond ifsor
that the husband is scrupulously
fair

Is Islamic marriage
like Christian
marriage?

N Nluislirn marmage v nol 4 CsacTa
ISR L 5l A sirripds ||'.',_'| apreeiment
i whiich mthes Parirner s inee bo
nclude conditions. Mamage cus
bowiris Ehiis wary widely from counkey
bo coundry. Al a resalt, divoroe 5
nipl cormmsegy, althousgh it s not lor
bridden as a kst resort. Accordifig 1O
lalamm, no Muoslim girl can be foroed
o marry against her will I
parenls will simply sugpas! young
miegn thiry think may be saitatsle



How do Muslims
treat the elderly?

In the |slamic warld there are no old
people’s homes. The strain of caring
for one's parents i Ehis most digt
cull thme of thetr lves is considered
ain hanor and blesshng, and an
opportunity (o groat spidiual
growth, God asks ihal we not only
ey for our parents, bul s with
limniikess compassion, remembenng
that when we were helpless children
they preferred us b themeelves
Mlothers are particularly homored
the Frophet taght that Faradise
lhees b Hhet beet of mothers'. When
thety reach old ape, Muoshirm panenibs
are treabed mercifully, wath the same
kincbness snd selflesines

In lslagn, serving one's parenits 4 a
duby second anly o priver, and 18 is
their igdht o expect ik B s oon
sidered despicable bo oxpress any
irritation when, through no fault of
thelr erwon, the old become dhiticalt

Thie Chieram says: ¥ourr Lo fras
cornemapidedd il yor worship mone
Irut M, aval Ive kind o paresis. If
cubler ar bt of Biewm reich ol age
wer by wen, il ool sor Wl o e or
chrite thaerm, bl -ilm'.lk tin fheare 1m
lrrims nf Feiror amil kiratoess. Trel
Fhrerran aea il J:l..lmffj'r_l.r. il sy, '.'I.J'_u
Favral! Hirve maprcy ou therm, for thiy
il care foer ive wlve 1 ovas Lk
{rra=q)
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How do Muslims
view death?

Like Jews and Christian=. Muslims
Ibelieve thai the present libe is only
& tmal preparation fof the nexl
realm of exislence. Bassc arbicles of
tmith inclsde. the Day of Judgement,
seskirrecti. | Leas .'|.| and Hell
Whin a MMuoslim dies. e or sha d=
washied, ssasally by o famdly

ETi -u.b-._'. '.l\.r_.l_-"ﬁ'.| i i .'||_ i I.'\..i||||'
rlosbe, amd Baried with a -|.'|1F-||_'
praver prefeddy the same day
Mlurelimns coinestider (ks oavie of the
fimal serveces they con do for their
rielativies, ans! an |-|'||_||_|r||.|||ll, I
remeiTBee Hiear oawen Briel sk
Fispir vy earih, The |_'r|_||_'|||| |

tiuaght that three things cin contini
fiv I ||_| A PETSOME T dAfbiEr q_l‘l'.ll.ll
chariry which be haid given, knowl-
edgi which he had taught and
Prataes an |h1:l|_| 5 ||.|i| Ll'. Fi |

nghh-. itgs il

What does Islam say
about war?

Like Christiamiiy, lslam permits
Ilt;hh.n!', in sell-defence, 1n defnce
of religion, or on the part of these
whao have been expelled forcibly
from theeir hoamis. 18 lavs dosm strct
rudes of combat which inclede pro
hibitions agamnst harming civilians
and apainst destnoy| R CTOES, Iees
and livestock As Muslims soe i
njustice would be tfumphant in
the workd if good men were nol
prepared fo risk their lives ina
nghbeows cause. The Quran says

Fight én the coamse of Gonl agairist
Firase wleo fgher won, bt do pot
fritmsynrss Pinnils, Godl does mod looe
Irsgressos, |10 1)

If Hiey stk peace, e seck you
peincee. Awed trust in Geod for He is the
ottt heaveth and Enpoeetle all
finings. (8:61]

War. therefore. 15 the last resort
and b= subject 1o the ngorous condi
thomns bl diown by the sacned Law
The term mhmal liderally means "strug
gln— ,and Muslimes belicve that {here
are twio kinds of mined, The other
i is the inner struggle which
FUETYONE Wages against egotish
diesires. for the sake of attaining
inner peace

What about food?

,-!.th.nl:Ll_h musch simpler than the
dictary law followed by Jewrs amgd the
parly ChrastHans, the code which
Suslirms ob=erve lorbids the con-
sumphion of pig meal orany kird od
inboaccating drink. The Prophet
taught [hat ‘your body has rghts
over viom”, and the consuemgrbion ol
wholesome food and !l‘ll"'l'ﬂl‘li.‘lh‘ il &
headthy Hifesiyle are seen as religious
obligations

The 'rophet saad]: ‘Ask God for
certainity [of faith ] and well-Ineimg;
for afier certimily, B ou 1S FIoe any
&It beiter B el !




www.islamicbulletin.com

Cultural
diversity
reflected

in Mosgue
Architecture




Islam in the United
States

It s aloos) impodsible b generalize
sboul American Muslims: comeerts,
immigrants, lacory workers, dioc-

fors; all are making thetr own oot -

bubion o Amerca's huture. This
complex community is unified by a
comimon faith, underpinned by a
countrywide metwiork of a thousand
ITHCA LIS

Muslims were early arrivald in
Morth America. By the emhileenth
century there were many thousands
of them., workimg a5 siaves on plan
talions. These sarly commoiniies,
cut off from their heritage and tarmi-
lves, inevitably kst thear lslarmoe
|d-¢|11|r!.r.1-u Hme wenl h:, Tsday
meAny A o= A merican Muoslims pl.:'g.'
an importani role pm thee [elamic
TRy

The nineteenth cenhery, however,
saw Bl 'n-*ginm s of an influx of
Arab Muslims, mosi of whom

settled in the mapos Industrial cen-
ters whire they worshigped in hined
roams, Thee eardy rwentieth century
witnessed the amrival of several hun-
dired thowisand Muslims from
Easlem J-'_ump:' thie first Albasvian
I L WEs nprnrd in Blaiase im
1015, others soon followed, and a
group of Polish Mushims iqh-ned a
ITICHpLIE 1N Brooklyn in 1oz8

In g7 the Washingbon Islamic
Lenber was founded do rin-H. thi ferm
of M"resedend Truman, and several
natinnwide organizatbone were sel
i im the Fifbies. The sammie Fh"l'li.‘ld
saw the establishment of other com-
muarkies whinee lives were in many
ways mogdelled after [slam, More
recenily. nurmerous members of
these groups have entered the fodd
of Muslim orthodoxy, Today there
are aboul five million $Muslims in
America

BRI AT & ETNTER § 46 Pebrmming
Lkt Lowlber, Prislimgieon (8
SULCy Lowfaiig Malgsisieen Miisliin
S, Liskiisrilly, Keilinay
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How does Islam
guarantee human

rights?

Freedom of conscience i baid down
Iy the Dluran isell: Thene i miv
._-nm;.lnl.l'-mm i religiour’. {22

Thee life and property of all cit
zemns in an |slamic stabe are con-
sidered sacmed whether a pemon s
Muslim or not

Racism is incomprebensible io
Blushims, fior the Curman speaks of
Fsirman rquali.h in the 1'l.|||'-|.'--.'ri'r|.3
berms:

¥ muarekcranl? W ervanfod gour from
stirgle sanl, minle sl femnale, omal
ptalale yoar frete alions and tribes, so
Hlreid v iy comte B0 knone oo
another Trely, te srost bosomd of
woar fr eoul s Sagled 05 the grwadest

of gour fir ety God is A-Knouing,
Al Arnrre. (45:11)




Islam in the United
States

I8 b= alimiest i possible o generalize
about Amencan Muslims: converts,
immigrants. [aolory workers, doc-
tors; all are making thelr own conlri-
budion to America’s futune, This
complex community is unificd by a
commauon faith, underpinned by a
countrywide network of a thousand
TS bs

Puislirms were eardy amvals in
Mirth Armnerica. By the eighteenth
century there were many thousands
of them, working as slaves on plan
lations, These sarly communithes,
ciel off from their heritage and famd-
lies, inevitably lost their Isbamic
icdentity as time weni by Today
marny Adro- American Muslims play
an timportant role in the slemic
comimamnly

The nineteenth century, however,
saw the beginndngs of an nflux of
Aurab Mushisms, st of whom
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settled in the major ind usiral cen-
ters where they worshipped in hined
ropams. The early twenbieth cemury
witnessed the amival of several hun-
dired thowsand Muoslims from
Eastem Europe: the first Albanian
mogue was opened in Maine in
115 others soon followed, and a
group of Polish Muslims opened a
e i Brooklvn im o8,

In 1947 the Washington lslamic
Cenber wis banded during the fermn
ol President Trsman, and several
nafsomvride organizations were sef
up in thee fiffics. The same period
st the estabdishoment of other com-
munibies whose Hves wene i many
ways modelled alter Islam More
recenily, memerows members of
Hhep e Rroups have endered the fold
of Mushim orthodoy. Today thene
are aboul hve million besiims im
America
e aswl e CrsTi Tie Islane
Cafenint Conli, Weasdabnigfing i

LW Ly i ER LITT T LT
Rtk

Surveive, L

How does Islam
guarantee human
rights?

Freedom ol conscience is laid down
b the Crugan itself There fs wo
comralaion te seligion”, (2:256)

The lile and property of all ai
s i an Eslamibe state are con
sidered sacred whisther a person s
Mlushin ar not

Racissm b e piehensiblo to
Bluslimns, for thie Quran speaks of
humam equeality in the foflowing
terms:

{0 prwimikerad! W creaienl o froein i
'HII'EI:' sgndd, wrale sl fernale, ol
wpmale vow imbo ualteos aadf Frifies, so
Fivard RN R CoRe o Kpidide onine
amiother Traly, the oiost bororad of
wiaie fip Gl s siglef s the groateat

of you fir picty. God is Al-Kuowing,
All-Avnnre. (4t 1)
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O mankind! We crealed vou frome d

Il 5 rrale il fenad ani
mrade vou o nalons and b
f WM iy comE G ;.ll.'l' D
inpther, Truly, the most honored o)
Wil IF Lad '.|I-. "ll"-'-:il 15 R KT atesd of

jou in piety, God is All-Knowing,

Ul-Arrare. (QOuran, 459:13%)






